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Roundtable 1: Biodiversity and Voluntary Sustainability Standards — Perspectives from Voluntary
Sustainability Standards — 7*" January 2025 — 3-5pm CET

Program

e Opening of Roundtable on Aims and Objectives of Roundtable 1 by Axel Marx
e Opening Statement by Ms. Luz Maria De la Mora (Director of the Division on International
Trade and Commodities of UNCTAD)
e Panel Presentations of Roundtable 1
o Forest Stewardship Council — Marion Karmann (Research Relations Manager) and
Fredy Polo (M&E Research Officer)
o Roundtable Sustainable Palm Qil — Cameron Plese (Head of North America and Head
of Government Affairs) and Pak Aloy (Deputy Director for Biodiversity and Climate
Change)
o Rainforest Alliance — Henk Gilhuis (Manager Research and Learning)
GlobalGap — Rene Capote (Senior Technical Expert / Facilitator GLOBALG.A.P.
Stakeholder Environmental Sustainability Group)
o Preferred by Nature — Christian Sloth (Sustainability Programme Manager)
e Discussion
e Conclusion of 1% Roundtable

Roundtable 2: Biodiversity and Voluntary Sustainability Standards — Insights from Research: 8"
January 2025 - 3-5pm CET

Program

e Opening of Roundtable on Aims and Objectives of Roundtable 2 by Axel Marx
e Panel Presentations of Roundtable 2
o Graeme Auld (Carleton University — School of Public Policy and Administration) on
introducing the links between private governance (VSS) and biodiversity protection as
a policy problem
o Vidya Rangan (Evidensia) on current state of evidence on biodiversity protection in
the Evidensia database
o Joeri Zwerts (University of Utrecht) on forest governance through VSS and
biodiversity
o Robert Heilmayr (University of California Santa Barbara — Bren School of
Environmental Science and Management) on biodiversity and forest governance with
a specific focus on palm oil.
o Steven Cadrin (University of Massachusetts — School for Marine Science and
Technology) on marine governance by VSS and biodiversity
e Discussion
e Conclusion of 2nd Roundtable
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Panel 3: Discussion: Future Research Work on VSS and Biodiversity — 10" January 2025 — 3-4.30pm
CET

Introduction: Setting the Scene and Objectives (20 minutes)

e Opening Axel Marx — KULeuven and co-chair UNFSS

e Opening Statement by Ms. Lika Sasaki and Ms. Lorena Jaramillo Castro, UNCTAD BioTrade
Program

e Opening Statement by Mr. Santiago Fernandez De Cordoba, coordinator of the United
Nations Forum on Sustainability Standards

Roundtable based on general questions (60 minutes): all participants of roundtable 1 and 2

e What are the main challenges for VSS concerning biodiversity protection?

e What are key research questions and knowledge gaps to be address and appropriate
methods?

e On what should a future program on VSS and biodiversity focus?

Conclusion (10 minutes)

e Representatives from UNCTAD/BioTrade/UNFSS Ms. Lika Sasaki, and Mr. Santiago Fernandez
De Cordoba
e Axel Marx — KU Leuven / co-chair of UNFSS



