
8th UNCTAD Trade Policy Dialogue
Trade Finance under COVID-19: Experience of Development Banks, 
Export-Import Banks and Export Credit Insurers in Developing Countries

KEY ISSUES 
International trade showed signs of a strong recovery in the third quarter of 2021, yet the pace of growth remained 
uneven across countries and regions. Trade flows continued to increase more strongly for developed economies 
than for developing ones. One of the possible reasons for the delayed trade recovery in developing countries 
is the lack of sufficient and adequate provision of trade finance – export credit, export guarantee, and export/
import insurance. A recent estimate by the International Chamber of Commerce suggests a global gap of around 
US$2.5 trillion to US$5 trillion to adequately meet the demand for trade finance in the post-COVID recovery period 
up to 2025. How significant is the lack of trade finance in developing countries and LDCs? The session seeks to 
shed light on the specific situations of trade finance in these economies.

Key questions 

• What challenges do the providers of trade finance face in developing countries? 

• How have these institutions sought to address the challenges associated with trade finance? 

• How can the international community, including through regional cooperation, help address trade finance 
challenges? 

Please click HERE to register
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Moderator

Ms. Miho Shirotori, Officer-in-Charge, Division on International Trade and Commodities, UNCTAD 

Opening remarks
Mr. Lawrence Agyinsam, Honorary President, G-NEXID and CEO, Ghana EXIM Bank

Mr. Mathieu Verougstraete, Economic Affairs Officer, Financing for Sustainable Development Office,  
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations

Speakers
Mr. Elhadji Ibrahima Thiaw, Country Sales Specialist, Senegal, Sub-Saharan Africa & Europe Division,  
Business Development Department, Islamic Corporation for the Insurance of Investment and Export Credit

Mr. Tarun Sharma, Chief Financial Officer, Export-Import Bank of India

Ms. Ankita Pandey, Relationship Associate, Trade and Supply Chain Finance Program,  
Private Sector Operations Department, Asian Development Bank

Mr. Marc Auboin, Counsellor, Economic Research and Statistics Division, World Trade Organization

Tuesday, 18 January 2022, WEBINAR, 10–11 a.m. (CEST)/9–10 a.m. (GMT)
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_97KiMmjxTFmZTdGfKmubBA

