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INTRODUCTION

The Global Digital Compact (GDC) was adopted as an annex to the Pact for the Future at the Summit
of the Future in September 2024, marking a key milestone in global digital cooperation.

Paragraph 71 of the GDC: “To track and monitor progress, we request the Secretary-General to
provide a Compact implementation map for the consideration of Governments and other
stakeholders that reflects the contributions of the United Nations system and other relevant
stakeholders and to reflect this in the report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society at
the regional and international levels ahead of the WSIS+20 review.”

1. Background and Context
1.1 Shared Vision and Commitment

The Global Digital Compact (GDC) presents a shared vision for a safe, inclusive, and human-centred
digital future, anchored in 13 guiding principles, with commitments and actions clustered under 5 key
objectives —approximately 80% of which are led by Member States and other stakeholders. This broad
commitment underscores the need to align GDC implementation with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, ensuring that digital transformation advances human rights, sustainability, and
multistakeholder collaboration.

1.2 Implementation Mechanisms

The GDC is being implemented by Member States, international organizations, civil society, private
sector, academia, and other stakeholders. UN initiatives contributing to the GDC are outlined in the
annexed GDC Implementation Map — detailed initiatives - a mapping of UN initiatives with GDC
commitments and WSIS action lines. It also includes milestones for commitments where the UN is
tasked to lead or support. The mapping, produced by the UN Working Group on Digital Technologies
(WGDT), is built on the WSIS-2030 Agenda-GDC Matrix, originally developed by the United Nations
Group on the Information Society (UNGIS). The official channel for other stakeholders to endorse and
share information related to GDC implementation is the dedicated endorsement webpage.

13 Collaborative Implementation

While Member States and other stakeholders hold primary responsibility for most GDC
commitments, the United Nations system has a key role in supporting effective implementation. UN
entities are taking the GDC into account in their strategies and action plans at global, regional and
country levels. The 20-year review of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+20)
presents a timely opportunity to maximize the impact of global digital cooperation across the UN
system.


https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/gdc_implementatation_map_detailed_initiatives_en.pdf
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/ungis/Content/upload/gdc/UNGIS-CompiledMatrixOfLinkages-WSIS-GDC.pdf
https://www.un.org/global-digital-compact/en/endorsements

2. Strategy and Phased Implementation
2.1. UN Working Group on Digital Technologies

To facilitate system-wide support for GDC implementation, the UN Working Group on Digital
Technologies (WGDT) was established, with sub-groups aligned with the Compact’s objectives. The
WGDT workplan highlights key UN-led initiatives and underscores the UN'’s leadership in supporting
Member States and other stakeholders. The WGDT operates in alignment with the UN Steering
Committee on Pact Implementation, chaired by the UN Secretary-General.

2.2 Multistakeholder Engagement

This GDC Implementation Map leverages multistakeholder platforms such as the World Summit on
the Information Society architecture, the Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) online platform,
and the OHCHR B-Tech project. GDC implementation is also promoted through major
multistakeholder convenings—including, but not limited to, the Science, Technology and Innovation
for the SDGs (STl Forum), Internet Governance Forum (IGF), World Summit on the Information
Society Forum (WSIS Forum), Al for Good Summit, Open-Source Symposium and the UN Forum on
Business and Human Rights.

23 Phased Approach to implement the GDC: September 2024 — September 2027
Phase 1: Establishing the foundation and Early Action (until September 2025)

e Set up internal UN coordination mechanism to support GDC implementation.

e Map existing mechanisms against GDC objectives to identify gaps and opportunities for
enhanced coordination.

e Build other stakeholder support through GDC endorsements.

e Act on commitments where the UN is in the lead and support.

Phase 2: Scaling up implementation, reviewing progress (until September 2026)

e Strengthen country- and regional-level implementation, including through UN Country Teams
and ongoing programmatic work by UN system.

e Deepen engagement with private sector and other stakeholders, including through existing
multistakeholder platforms (e.g., IGF, WSIS Forum)

Phase 3: Consolidating digital cooperation for development (September 2026 onwards)

e Prepare for the High-Level Review of the GDC by the UN General Assembly during its 82"
Session.

e Ensure strategic foresight approaches on digital technologies contribute to the post-2030
development framework.

3. Resources to Support the Implementation
3.1 Financial and Human Resources

The United Nations system is harnessing financial and human resources to support implementation
of the GDC. Key funding mechanisms include the UN Development Account, the Joint SDG Fund, and
Multi-Partner Trust Funds (MPTFs), and existing allocations to individual UN entities. These can all be
leveraged to provide financing for digital infrastructure, capacity building, and inclusive access. In
parallel, UN personnel deliver policy support, capacity development, and coordination at global,
regional, and national levels.



https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/sti-forum
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/sti-forum
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/sti-forum
https://www.intgovforum.org/
https://www.itu.int/en/itu-wsis/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/itu-wsis/Pages/default.aspx
https://aiforgood.itu.int/
https://www.un.org/digital-emerging-technologies/content/ospos-good-2024
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrc-subsidiary-bodies/united-nations-forum-business-and-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrc-subsidiary-bodies/united-nations-forum-business-and-human-rights
https://www.un.org/global-digital-compact/en/endorsements
https://unece.org/united-nations-development-account?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.jointsdgfund.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mptf.undp.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

3.2 Technical and Knowledge Resources

To facilitate effective GDC implementation, the UN offers comprehensive technical and knowledge
resources, including data platforms, analytical tools, and repositories of best practices. UN entities
bring critical expertise in closing digital divides, digital economy, human rights, data governance and
artificial intelligence. Through research, capacity-building programs, and multistakeholder knowledge
exchange, the UN supports Member States and other stakeholders to navigate complex digital
landscapes and harness emerging technologies responsibly and sustainably.

4. Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation
4.1 Tracking Implementation

Implementation of the GDC is tracked through the Executive Office of the Secretary-General’s (EOSG)
Tracking System, with regular updates provided to the UN Steering Committee on Pact for the Future
Implementation. A public-facing interface that will provide an overview of Pact action points tasked
to the UN system is under development.

Examples of UN platforms that demonstrate initiatives that contribute to the GDC include: WSIS
Stocktaking Platform, Partner2Connect, and Digital Cooperation Portal (forthcoming). The ITU Data
Hub, UNDP Digital Development Compass, UNESCO's ROAM-X indicators, and regional initiatives
provide stakeholders with timely access to data and insights to inform decision-making on digital

policy.

4.2 Review

A significant milestone will be the GDC High-Level Review during the 82" Session of the General
Assembly, which will assess the initial results of GDC implementation.

Annex: GDC Implementation Map - detailed initiatives


https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/stocktaking/
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/stocktaking/
https://www.itu.int/partner2connect/
https://datahub.itu.int/
https://datahub.itu.int/
https://digitaldevelopmentcompass.undp.org/
https://www.unesco.org/en/internet-universality-indicators/roam-x
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/gdc_implementatation_map_detailed_initiatives_en.pdf

