
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Training on the bankability of energy transition projects for                               
Seychellois stakeholders and launch of the Seychelles investment guide 

Capacity-Building Report 

8–9 April 2026 | Mahé, Seychelles 
 

Seychelles, through the Seychelles Investment Board (SIB), is a beneficiary of a technical assistance 
project promoting and facilitating finance and investment in energy transition. This three-year 
project, led by UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD), is implemented in cooperation with the 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and other UN departments. 

The first phase of the project helped the SIB to develop a strategy and action plan to attract finance 
and investment for energy transition. The second phase of the project targets capacity-building in 
the design, identification, and promotion of bankable renewable energy projects. Using the skills 
acquired under the capacity-building work, the third phase of the project will support Seychelles to 
promote energy transition projects in international fora. 

Africa receives limited foreign investment to support its energy transition efforts. Most projects fail 
to attract international investment or finance due to perceptions of high risks and poor data to 
support reasonable returns on investment. The lack of projects that are attractive to investors, or 
bankable, has become one of the barriers to energy transition in Africa. For this purpose, this 
capacity-building programme held 8–9 April 2026, in Mahé, sought to strengthen the ability of 
Seychelles to identify, profile, and promote bankable projects towards securing financial closure. 
The capacity-building brought together experts from the SIB with infrastructure project lead 
agencies and international partners. 

The capacity-building workshop was attended by 39 participants, including 28 women, from the SIB, 
regulatory agencies, development finance providers, and the private sector. The insights and inputs 
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gathered during this workshop will contribute to the successful implementation of the strategy and 
guide future capacity-building both within Seychelles and in other beneficiary countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Johan Steenkamp, Acting Chief Operating Officer, NIPDB, who 
outlined the investment priorities for Namibia in the energy sector, in particular renewables, and the 
country’s long-term vision and goals. Although Namibia is today considered a net carbon sink, it 
nonetheless imports most of its electricity from South Africa, which has a high carbon content.  The 
country would like to develop self-sufficiency in energy generation, with renewables rising to 70% of 
the energy mix by 2030. The country would also like to leverage the South African Power Pool (SAPP) 
to respond to concerns about over supply in the country. For this more investment in transmission 
and storage will be key.   

 

Day 1 

Following opening remarks by Ms. Anne Rosette, Chief Executive Officer, SIB, the training started 
with an introduction by Mr. Alex Yew, Senior Adviser, UNCTAD, on project finance, including key 
principles, concepts, and how investors and lenders analyse and address risks. Then Mr. Yew 
provided an overview of the investor and lender landscapes with the different types of investors and 
lenders, what they seek and require, and specific considerations for the energy transition sector. 
 
Ms. Adrianna Bistolet, Senior Credit Officer, Nouvobanq, shared the lenders’ perspective on 
what makes a project attractive and bankable, with a discussion of how Nouvobanq assesses 
bankability, including some of the red flags the bank considers in reviewing applications. 
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Day 2 
The second day of training began with a review of the first day and a lecture by Mr. Alex Yew on how 
investments are structured. Following this module, Mr. Nicolo Capomacchia, Consultant, UN 
DESA, presented the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and impact finance landscape and why 
SDG alignment matters for private finance. He also shared practical approaches to assess SDG 
impact and strengthen investment readiness of energy projects.  
 
Mr. Capomacchia introduced the SDG Investment Fair, an annual event which brings together 
participants from governments and the private sector to encourage investment for the SDGs. The 
Fair provides an opportunity for project promoters to pitch their projects. Mr. Capomacchia also 
presented UN DESA’s Self-Assessment Tool for Appraising Investment Readiness in Sustainable 
Infrastructure (STAIRS). This tool helps countries assess the investment readiness of infrastructure 
projects. 

With this foundation in place, Mr. Jason Munyan, Economic Affairs Officer, UNCTAD, and Mr. Alex 
Yew provided training on effective investor presentations and storytelling and best practices for 
presenting and pitching projects. Mr. Munyan reinforced this training by introducing an example of 
a pitch deck template, with a questionnaire incorporated to emphasize investability and bankability. 
Ms. Anne Rosette applied some of the techniques discussed in giving a presentation on the SIB, its 
strategy, and priority investment opportunities. A project promoter pitched a project to the other 
participants for their feedback. 

 
Ms. Anne Rosette, Chief Executive Officer, SIB, presents on the SIB’s strategy and priority investment opportunities 
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Closing 

The training concluded with a summary and reflections by participants. Mr. Jason Munyan 
congratulated participants and Ms. Nan Li-Collins, Director of UNCTAD’s Division on Investment 
and Enterprise presented them with certificates. 

 

Launch of the Seychelles online investment guide 

At a reception on the evening of 9 April 2026, Seychelles formally launched an online investment 
guide (i-Guide) to attract high-quality, informed investment. The SIB developed the i-Guide with the 
support of UNCTAD and a range of government entities and stakeholders. H.E. Mr. Pierre Laporte, 
Minister for Finance, Economic Planning, Trade, and Investment, delivered a keynote speech, 
followed by Ms. Nan Li-Collins, who described UNCTAD’s support of Seychelles and how the i-
Guide represents Seychelles’ commitment to transparency, efficiency, and partnership with 
investors. 

Following the opening statements, Mr. Jason Munyan presented the i-Guide and walked the 
audience through features of the platform, including guidance on starting a business, securing the 
right permits and licenses, and navigating procedures to import or export. He also showed 
databases hosted on the platform and demonstrated the multilingual automated language 
translation feature. 

The i-Guide helps domestic and foreign investors to navigate through not only regulations and 
policies, but also what they should expect in terms of productivity costs, including labour, utilities, 
taxes, and applicable fees. By providing investors with clear and reliable information, this platform 
contributes to Seychelles’ efforts to modernize its public services and the ease of doing business 
under the National Development Strategy 2024–2028. The information on the i-Guide is verified by 
relevant national authorities and will be updated by the SIB regularly to reflect the latest regulatory 
and administrative changes. 

  
Ms. Nan Li-Collins, Director of the Division on Investment and Enterprise, UNCTAD, 
during the launch of the Seychelles i-Guide 
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Seminar participants were invited to evaluate the meeting via an online survey. A total of 21 
completed survey responses were received. Most participants rated the stakeholder meeting 
highly across all evaluation questions. Nearly all (95%) of participants rated their satisfaction 
with the event as either a 5 or 4 out of 5, with 5 being most satisfied. A full 76% of participants 
were “very satisfied” with the facilitator/trainer and the materials provided, followed by 71% 
“very satisfied” with the overall content, and 67% “very satisfied” with the topic relevance and 
time management. 

These results, along with 86% of participants rating the training as either “very useful” or 
“useful” to their work, demonstrate proper targeting of the audience by the organisers.  

Participants also provided written comments, including the following takeaways:  

• I'm new to the project team at my workplace and believe this will definitely help, while 
starting new projects. 

• Very informative, the topics were relevant. The presenters were knowledgeable about the 
subject and passed on very useful information with concrete examples and experience.   

• The interactive approach of the presenters was commendable. And they provided clear 
examples to put things into context.  

• Ample use of case studies to demonstrate concepts. Very interactive  
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• The facilitators were very open to questions even if they were outside of the energy area. 

• The pitches towards the end. Also, the facilitators are well knowledgeable about 
bankability and pitching.  

• That the financial sector in Seychelles has to diversify and grow and that the regulatory 
framework needs to support that. 

• The project finance concept. How to view projects submitted to my office 

• It was very informative and eye opening 

• Very interactive and informative  

• I liked the pitching session  

• The use of case studies were presented  

• Detailed information been given about the subject matters 

• being specific with project details for pitching 

• Good participation from the room 

• Increased knowledge on structuring a project  

• The facilitators presented well their concept; however, I felt that the concept provided in 
the context of Seychelles would be quite difficult to implement given how the country 
mostly functions. I couldn’t grasp the importance of an investor investing within the 
Seychelles and expect a decent return on investment.   

 

Suggestions received for similar events in the future include: 

• The facilitators have a wealth of knowledge and capability. But it would be good to have 
something more specific to Seychelles. I feel like that was missing overall and the 
energy transition part was not talked about so much. But overall very good training. I 
look forward to the next one 

• A second round of the training and include more pitches and interactive  

• Would want a bit deep dive on the financials, stress testing to work through scenarios;  

• Perhaps another sector such as agriculture or agro processing would be more valuable.  

• More case studies 

• I suggest that there is continuations in the near future with new technology innovation. 

• Inviting other key stakeholders for the training such as PUC, Environment  

• To ensure we have govt partners focussing on policy in the room. 
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• Maybe include more stakeholders such as the business community e.g.: SCCI 

• More key stakeholders participation. Private sector, Parent Ministry 

• Share the case studies or print them out with the rest of the slides  

• Infos about the case studies in the booklets shared 

• Try to focus content in line with the country to give more weight and context.  

• Possibility for consultation post training if needed from participants 
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Annex I: Programme 
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Annex II: List of Participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex III: Media Gallery 
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Annex III: Media Gallery 
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