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 Strengthening the sustainability of trade through the integration of 
social and solidarity economy entities driving a just transition  

 
-Scenario note- 

V.15.11.2024 
 

Wednesday, 20 November 2024, 11:30-12:30 hrs. 
UNCTAD on behalf of UNTFSSE 

Baku Stadium, COP29 Blue Zone, Area E, Stall B4, Trade and Investment House Pavillion 
 

I. Description 

 The Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) movement is a major socio-economic player composed 
of  a diversity of entities united around common principles and values such as cooperatives, 
associations, mutual societies, foundations, social enterprises, self-help groups and other entities 
operating in accordance with the principles of the SSE such as: voluntary cooperation and mutual 
aid, democratic and/or participatory governance, autonomy and independence, and the primacy 
of people and social purpose over capital in the distribution and use of surpluses and/or profits.  
 
According to the International Cooperative Alliance at least 12% of people on earth is a 
cooperator, and therefore a member of any of the 3 million cooperatives on earth. 
Cooperatives provide work opportunities to 10% of the employed population, and the three 
hundred largest cooperatives or mutuals generate 2,409.41 billion USD in turnover. 
According to the World Economic Forum Global Alliance for Social Entrepreneurship, social 
enterprises account for 3% of all businesses in the world.  
 
As a growing movement, fully aligned with the achievement of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, the SSE benefits from growing social, political and institutional recognition.  On April 18, 
2023, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution “Promoting the Social and 
Solidarity Economy for Sustainable Development” (A/RES/77/281), which acknowledges its 
contribution to the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),particularly by 
supporting a just green transition. SSE entities help mitigate the impacts of climate change, 
preserve natural ecosystems, promote reuse and recycling, as well as the production of renewable 
energy. The SSE is a key player in the sustainable production of food by uniting smaller producers 
and boosting fair trade. SSE plays a critical role in addressing environmental challenges globally, 
actively supporting SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), SDG 13 (Climate 
Action), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), SDG 15 (Life on Land), SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), 
and SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy).   
 
SSE entities often engage in practices that promote sustainable resource management, reduce 
and reuse of waste, and lower carbon footprints. They are involved in renewable energy projects, 
sustainable agriculture, conservation efforts and enhancing biodiversity with BioTrade initiatives. 
Following the UN resolution on SSE, all Member States were called upon to participate in the 
drafting of an implementation report and a United Nations Secretary General report on advancing 
SSE has just been released.  
 

II. Objective  

https://ica.coop/en/cooperatives/facts-and-figures
https://initiatives.weforum.org/global-alliance-for-social-entrepreneurship/home
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/118/68/pdf/n2311868.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/118/68/pdf/n2311868.pdf
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2F79%2F351&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2F79%2F351&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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This event will gather SSE experts, policy makers, practitioners and financiers to analyze how the 
SSE can contribute to advance a just green transition at global level. 
 

III. Panelists: 
 

Welcoming to the session and moderation:  
 

• Mr. Víctor Meseguer Sánchez, International Consultant at UNCTAD 
 
Panelists 

• Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier, Head, Trade, Environment, Climate Change, and 
Sustainable Development, Division on International Trade and Commodities, UN Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) 

• Ms. Ertharin Cousin, CEO and Founder of Food Systems for the Future. 

• Mr. Rishabh Kumar Dhir, Sustainable Enterprises and Just Transition at International 

Labour Organization. 

• Ms. Kate Hughes, Principal Climate Change Specialist at the Asian Development Bank. 

• Ms. Nurana Mammadova, Expert at Education HUB, Azeri social enterprise. 

• Mr. Niels Peter Nørring, Director for Climate & Energy Policy, Veterinary and Food Policy, 
and EU Policy, COPA-COGECA. 
 

IV. Scenario 
 
Opening: (5 minutes) 
 
Mr. Víctor Meseguer Sánchez: Welcome; a brief introduction to the event's objective, provide 
a logistics announcement, and give a short description of the panelists. 
 
Panel discussion: 
 
First round of questions:  

• Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier:  

UNCTAD has been promoting BioTrade for 30 years now since the initiative was launched in 
996. Could you share with us the main milestones and impacts of the initiative, as well as 
how it helps local communities to boost sustainable development, and to strengthen 
adaptation, mitigation and resilience?  

What is the link between BioTrade and SSE? Can you describe how SSE entities are driving a 
just transition? And how can we collectively support them to scale up their environmental 
and social impact? 

• Ms. Ertharin Cousin 

Your organization Food Systems for the Future works to catalyze, enable, and scale 
innovative, market-driven agrifood system businesses capable of improving nutrition 
outcomes, particularly in underserved and low-income communities.  
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I would like to ask you how do you engage at a global level with agricultural cooperatives 
that allow small farmers to unite and become more efficient, while serving the interests of 
the local communities and, in many cases, promoting fair trade practices? Do you support 
these community led initiatives in scaling up? From your perspective can you share some 
insights on what the main ongoing transformations in the agri-food industry are to achieve a 
just transition? 

• Mr. Rishabh Kumar Dhir 

What innovative pathways and strategies are being employed by the social and solidarity 
economy (SSE) initiatives of indigenous peoples, that enable communities to leverage their 
traditional knowledge, effectively combat climate change, create decent work, all the while 
promoting the rights of indigenous peoples? 

What innovative pathways and strategies are urban informal recycling workers and waste 
pickers employing within the social and solidarity economy (SSE) to effectively combat 
climate change, while formalizing the role of waste pickers as public service providers who 
are key actors for climate action? 

• Ms. Kate Hughes 

The Asian Development Bank is promoting and investing in a Just Transition. How do you 
engage with social and solidarity economy actors in Asia and with local communities that 
promote collective entrepreneurship?  

Do you see a potential for a bigger role of social and solidarity economy entrepreneurship in 
Asia in areas such as renewable energy promotion, sustainable tourism, fishing, forestry 
management, housing or sustainable mobility? 

• Ms. Nurana Mammadova 

As an expert on social entrepreneurship, could you let us know what is your perception on 
how social and solidarity economy is driving a just green transition? Do you have any 
concrete examples from Azerbaijan? Could you let us know more about the shape (main 
forms, data, policies) of the Social and Solidarity Economy and social entrepreneurship in 
Azerbaijan?  

What is your perception on the recent international milestones on SSE such as the adoption 
of the UN resolution on Promoting the Social and Solidarity Economy for Sustainable 
Development? Do you find these achievement concretely useful for the development of 
social entrepreneurship in your country? 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/6dc0c0195adc83e5/1.%20Trabajo/1.%20UNTFSSE_FINANCE/7.%20EVENTS/COP%2029/20.11%20Strengthening%20Sustainable%20Trade%20through%20SSE/20.11%20COP29_Strengthening%20Sustainable%20Trade%20through%20SSE.docx
https://d.docs.live.net/6dc0c0195adc83e5/1.%20Trabajo/1.%20UNTFSSE_FINANCE/7.%20EVENTS/COP%2029/20.11%20Strengthening%20Sustainable%20Trade%20through%20SSE/20.11%20COP29_Strengthening%20Sustainable%20Trade%20through%20SSE.docx
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• Mr. Niels Peter Nørring 

For 25 years, you have been the director of the Danish Agriculture and Food Council (DAFC), 
that represents Danish farmers and some of Europe’s biggest farmers’ owned cooperatives. 
In 2024 DAFC became party to the historic ‘Tripartite Agreement’ between the Danish 
government, farmers, environmentalists, industry and labor union representatives that 
establishes the world’s first carbon tax on agriculture livestock emissions, and finances a 
voluntary, locally driven and inclusive process that is mandated and required to lead to the 
enactment of some 250.000 hectares of new forest in Denmark, completing the repurposing 
of some 15 percent of the country’s farm land.    

How can you scale up and transfer these types of solutions to other countries in the world? 
How do you concretely promote agri-food cooperatives and their modernization, when and 
where needed, at a global level? 

Q&A (open the floor for questions and short comments) 
 
 
Closing remarks [2 minutes] 

Mr. Víctor Meseguer Sánchez 
The session will conclude with a summary of the main issues raised during the discussion and the 
moderator’s reflections. If time allows, the moderator will offer the speakers the floor for a one-
minute closing intervention. 
 

V. Logistical information 
 

Venue: Baku Stadium, COP29 Blue Zone, Area E, Trade and Investment House Pavillion. 

Access plan: COP 29 Venue Map (cop29.az) 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cop29.az/en/conference/cop29-venue
https://cop29.az/en/conference/cop29-venue
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Important arrival information: 
Please ensure you report to the COP29 Blue Zone, Area E, Stall B4 15 minutes prior to your 
session start time to meet and greet with the event organizers and technical support. Please 
consider time for registration, badging and clearing security.  
 

 
Contacts:  
 
Mr. Victor Mesenger Sanchez, victor.meseguersanchez@unctad.org 

International Consultant 
UNCTAD 
+34 628 47 52 62 
 
Ms. Lola Blanc, lola.blanc@un.org 
Programme Management Officer 
UNCTAD 
+ 33 660 810 906   
 

mailto:victor.meseguersanchez@unctad.org
mailto:lola.blanc@un.org

