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Online course on t rade negotiation techniques  
UNCTAD tra d e  p olic y e - le a rn ing  s e rie s   

10  Fe brua ry–24  March 2025  
https ://e le a rning .unc tad .org 

 

UN Trade  and  De ve lopme nt (UNCTAD) is  p lea s ed  to inform the  pe rmanent mis s ions  of membe r 
Sta te s  in Ge neva  of the  launch of a  new online  cours e  on trade  ne gotia tion te chnique s , to take  
p lace  in English from 10  Fe brua ry to  24  March 2025 . 

The  cours e  is  the  third  in the  UNCTAD trade  policy e - le a rning s e rie s  and  is  ta ilored  to  re spond  
to the  ne e ds  of de ve lop ing countrie s  and  the  le as t de ve loped  countrie s  in b ila te ra l, reg iona l and  
multila te ra l trade  ne gotia tions . It  is  a imed  a t s tre ng thening  the  negotia tion capac itie s  of trade  
offic ia ls  in a  way tha t be s t p romote s  the  achie vement of na tiona l s us ta inab le  d e ve lopment goa ls . 
Upon comple tion of the  cours e , pa rtic ipants  will have  improve d  the ir unde rs tand ing of the  ke y 
concep ts  and  te chniques  of trade  negotia tions . 

The  cours e  is  open to offic ia ls  involved  in trade  ne gotia tions  in a ll countrie s , inc lud ing 
de ve lope d  countrie s , to  p romote  a  common unde rs tand ing  of the  cha llenge s  faced  in negotia tion 
proce s s e s  by offic ia ls  of both deve loping and  deve loped  countrie s . 

Acce s s  to the  cours e  is  fre e  of cha rge . Inte re s te d  cand ida te s  s hould  apply by following  the  
ins truc tions  a t https ://e le a rning .unc tad .org /enrol/inde x.php?id=277. Once  the  account has  be en 
va lida ted , log in and  s e le c t the  cours e  on the  programme  page  a t https ://e le a rning .unc tad .org /. 

The  dead line  for applica tions  is  9  Feb rua ry 2025. 

UNCTAD kind ly re ques ts  the  pe rmanent mis s ions  of member Sta te s  in Ge ne va  to forward  this  
notifica tion to  re le vant minis trie s  in the  cap ita l, inc lud ing  minis trie s  in cha rge  of is s ue s  re la ted  to 
trade  and  othe r e conomic  is s ues . 

To ob ta in a s s is tance  with the  online  app lica tion proce s s , p le as e  contac t 
e le a rning trade @un.org . Re que s ts  for furthe r informa tion or c la rifica tion about the  cours e  should  
be  s ent to  Ms . Ebru Gökçe  Des s emond, Economic  Affa irs  Office r, Trad ing  Sys tems  Se ction, 
Divis ion on Inte rna tiona l Trade  and  Commod itie s ; e ma il: e bru.gokce @unctad .org . 

 
 

(s igned ) 
 

Luz María  de  la  Mora  
Dire c tor, Divis ion on Inte rna tiona l Trade  and  Commoditie s  

3  February 2025 

DITC/MISC/2025/4  
(25/4 5) 

https://elearning.unctad.org/
https://elearning.unctad.org/enrol/index.php?id=277
https://elearning.unctad.org/
mailto:ebru.gokce@unctad.org
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Prospectus  

Ba c kg round  

Trade  is  an important ins trument for s us ta inab le  e conomic g rowth and  de ve lopment, ye t trade  
policymaking ha s  be come  more  complica ted  in the  conte xt of current trade  dynamics  a ffe c ted  by 
geopolitica l tens ions , incre a s ing prote c tionism, ne w indus tria l polic ie s  and  g loba l ene rgy trans ition 
e fforts . Reap ing e ffe c tive  de ve lopment bene fits  from pa rtic ipa tion in the  multila te ra l trad ing 
s ys tem, a s  we ll as  addre s s ing the  p rolife ra ting  b ila te ra l, s ubreg iona l and  re g iona l trade  integra tion 
proce s s e s , rema ins  a  s ignificant cha lle nge  for na tiona l policymake rs  and  trade  negotia tors , 
pa rticula rly in de ve lop ing  countrie s . 

The  cours e  is  the  third  in the  UNCTAD trade  policy e - le a rning s e rie s  and  is  offe re d  in Englis h 
ove r a  pe riod  of s ix we eks  from 10  Fe brua ry to  24  March 2025 . It  cons is ts  of five  module s , with 
p re - recorded  videos  p repare d  by the  ins truc tor, a long with two web inars  to be  he ld  in Fe brua ry 
and  March 2025 , a t which partic ipants  can engage  in inte rac tive  d is cus s ions  with the  princ ipa l 
cours e  ins tructor, as  we ll as  trade  expe rts  from UNCTAD and  othe r inte rna tiona l organiza tions . 

Ob je c t ive s  

The  cours e  is  a ime d  a t addre s s ing  the  ne e d  to  build  the  ne gotia tion capac itie s  of trade  offic ia ls  
in deve loping countrie s . It  is  open to offic ia ls  involved  in trade  ne gotia tions  in a ll countrie s , 
inc lud ing  de ve loped  countrie s , to  p romote  a  common unde rs tand ing  of the  cha llenge s  faced  in 
negotia tion proce s s e s  by offic ia ls  of both de ve lop ing and  de ve loped  countrie s . 

The  cours e  is  a imed  a t s tre ng the ning the  negotia tion capacitie s  of trade  offic ia ls  in a  way tha t 
be s t p romote s  the  achie ve ment of na tiona l s us ta inab le  de ve lopment goa ls . Upon comple tion of 
the  cours e , pa rtic ipants  will have  improve d  the ir unde rs tand ing of the  key concep ts  and  
te chnique s  of trade  negotia tions . A de ta iled  de s crip tion of the  cours e  content and  time tab le  is  
p rovided  in the  annex. 

Ta rg e t  a ud ie nc e  a nd  p re re quis ite s  

The  cours e  ta rge ts  gove rnment offic ia ls  involve d  in trade  ne gotia tions . Applicants  from a  b road  
range  of backgrounds  in policymaking  inc lud ing , but not limite d  to, inte rna tiona l trade , indus try, 
agriculture , s e rvice s , inte lle c tua l prope rty rights , the  environment, labour and  te chnology, a re  
e ncourage d  to  app ly. 

Applicants  mus t me e t the  following  requirements : 

• Hold  a t le a s t a  bache lor’s  degre e  in economics  or re la ted  a re as  
• Poss e s s  exce llent knowle dge  of the  English language  

To s ucces s fully comple te  cours e  ac tivitie s , pa rtic ipants  ne ed  to  devote  a round  two hours  pe r 
we e k to  the  cours e . 
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Ce rt ific a te  of c omp le t ion  

Partic ipants  who s ucce s s fully comple te  the  cours e  module s  and  quizze s  with pa s s ing  grade s  
will re ce ive  a  ce rtifica te  of comple tion.  

Ap p lic a t ion  informa t ion  a nd  d e a d line  

Inte re s ted  cand ida te s  s hould  app ly by following  the  ins truc tions  a t 
https ://e le a rning .unc tad .org /enrol/inde x.php?id=277. Once  the  account ha s  be en va lida te d , log in 
and  s e le c t the  cours e  on the  p rogramme  page  a t https ://e le a rning .unc tad .org /. 

The  de ad line  for app lica tions  is  9  Feb ruary 2025 . To ob ta in a s s is tance  with the  online  
app lica tion proce s s , p lea s e  contac t e lea rning trade @un.org . 

Re que s ts  for furthe r informa tion or c la rifica tion about this  cours e  s hould  be  s ent to : 
Ms . Ebru Gökçe  De s se mond 
Economic  Affa irs  Office r 
Trad ing Sys tems , Se rvice s  and  Crea tive  Economy Branch 
Divis ion on Inte rna tiona l Trade  and  Commod itie s  
UNCTAD 

e b ru.gokce @unctad .org  

https://elearning.unctad.org/enrol/index.php?id=277
https://elearning.unctad.org/
mailto:elearningtrade@un.org
mailto:ebru.gokce@unctad.org
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Anne x 
Online course: Trade negotiation techniques  

10  Fe b rua ry–24  Ma rc h  20 25  
Content and timetable  

The  cours e  cons is ts  of the  following  five  module s : 

1. Ne gotia tions  theory and  prac tice : Re view 
2. Conduc t of multila te ra l trade  negotia tions  
3 . Pre fe rentia l and  non-pre fe rentia l ma rke t a cce s s  negotia tions  
4 . Unde rs tand ing a  ne gotia ting  pa rtne r, pa rt 1: Economic is s ues  
5 . Unde rs tand ing a  ne gotia ting  pa rtne r, pa rt 2 : Politica l is sue s  

Web inars  on the  following  top ics  will be  he ld  in Fe b rua ry and  March 2025: 

Web inar 1: Trade  ne gotia tions  in today’s  context 
Web inar 2: Negotia ting  trade  agre ements : World  Trade  Organiza tion (WTO) and  non-WTO is s ue s  
Web inar 3 : Imple me nting  trade  agre ements  

Partic ipants  will be  reque s te d  to pa s s  a  multip le - choice  quiz  a fte r e ach module , to  be  ab le  to 
move  on to  the  following  module . An Inte rne t connec tion is  required  to  acce s s  the  online  course  
module s , comple te  the  quizze s  and  partic ipa te  in web ina rs . 

The  time tab le  is  a s  follows : 
Dates  Title  Content  
We e k 1 
10–16  Fe brua ry 

Module  1 
Ne gotia tions  

the ory a nd  
pra c tice : Re vie w 

Tra de  ne gotia tions  a s  a  proce s s  with multip le  cha nce s  to fa il 
Zone  of pos s ib le  a gre e me nt in a  d is tributive  ne gotia tion 
Zone  of pos s ib le  a gre e me nt in a n inte gra tive  ne gotia tion 
Informa tion, hone s ty a nd  the a trica lity in ne gotia tions  

We e k 2  
17–23  Fe brua ry 

Module  2  
Conduc t of 

multila te ra l tra de  
ne gotia tions  

Voca bula ry of WTO 
Sta ge s  in a  ne gotia tion a nd  a s s oc ia te d  te xts  
Role  of the  cha ir a nd  e volution of te xts  
Spe c ia l moda lit ie s  of multila te ra l ne gotia tions  on goods  ma rke t  a cce s s  
Multila te ra l de c is ion-ma king, from the  Ge ne ra l Agre e me nt on Ta riffs  

a nd  Tra de  g re e n room to  WTO coa lit ions  
We b ina r 1 
19  Fe brua ry, 2–

3 .3 0  p .m. (CET) 

Tra de  
ne gotia tions  in 
toda y’s  conte xt 

Pa s t, pre s e nt a nd  future  of tra de  ne gotia tions  
Inte rna tiona l tra d ing  s ys te m in toda y’s  conte xt  
Cha lle nge s  in re a ching c ons e ns us  in inte rna tiona l tra d e  ne gotia tions  

We e k 3  
24  Fe brua ry– 

2  Ma rch 

Module  3  
Pre fe re ntia l a nd  

non- pre fe re ntia l 
ma rke t a cce s s  
ne gotia tions  

Funda me nta ls  of ta riffs  a nd  ma rke t a cce s s  commitme nts  for good s  
Diffe ring  ob je c tive s  of p re fe re ntia l a nd  non-p re fe re ntia l a gre e me nts  
Ca n re giona l tra de  a gre e me nts  (RTAs ) with the  la rge s t ma rke ts  re pla ce  

multila te ra l libe ra liza tion? 
Pote ntia l a nd  limita tions  of pre fe re ntia l a gre e me nts  a nd  progra mme s  
Struc ture  of ma rke t a cce s s  c ommitme nts  for goods  in tra de  

a gre e me nts  
Ma rke t a cce s s  ne gotia tions  on s e rvice s  a t  WTO a nd  in RTAs  

We e k 4  
3 –9  Ma rch 

Module  4  
Unde rs ta nd ing a  

ne gotia ting  pa rtne r, 
pa rt  1: Economic  
is s ue s  

Diffe re nce s  be twe e n ne got ia ting  pa rtne rs  
Diffe re nce s  in tra de  inte re s ts  be twe e n ne gotia ting  pa rtne rs  
Wha t ca n be  le a rne d  from e xa mining a  pa rtne r’s  e xis ting  RTAs ? 
Profiling  the  b ila te ra l tra de  re la tions hip  a nd  e xa mining a  pa rtne r’s  da ta  
Profiling  a  pa rtne r’s  ta riffs  a nd  othe r tra de  ba rrie rs  
Tra de  in s e rvice s  a nd  othe r is s ue s  

We b ina r 2  
5  Ma rch, 2–3 .3 0  

p .m. (CET) 

Ne gotia ting  
tra de  a gre e me nts : 
WTO a nd  non-WTO 
is s ue s  

Ne gotia tions  outs ide  the  WTO fra me work 
Environme nt- re la te d  tra de  a gre e me nts , s uch a s  the  Agre e me nt  on  

Clima te  Cha nge , Tra de  a nd  Sus ta ina b ility 
Ne gotia tion of is s ue s : Going be yond  WTO 

We e k 5  
10–16  Ma rch 

Module  5  
Unde rs ta nd ing a  

ne gotia ting  pa rtne r, 
pa rt  2 : Polit ica l 
is s ue s  

Polit ica l is s ue s  in tra de  ne gotia tions  
Polit ica l is s ue s  be fore  a  ne gotia tion: Se le c tion of RTA pa rtne rs  
Polit ica l is s ue s  during  a  ne gotia tion: Le ve ra ging  dome s tic  polit ics  
Polit ica l is s ue s  a fte r a  ne gotia tion: Approva l of a g re e me nts  
Profiling  the  polit ica l is s ue s  in a  pa rtne r’s  tra de  policy 

We b ina r 3  
19  Ma rch, 2–

3 .3 0  p .m. (CET) 

Imple me nting  
tra de  a gre e me nts  

Wha t kinds  of cha lle nge s  do  countrie s  fa ce  in the  dome s tic  
coord ina tion a nd  imple me nta tion of a  tra de  a gre e me nt? 

Wha t a re  le s s ons  le a rne d  from s uch e xpe rie nc e s ? 
 


