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Investing in the
future

Description

Investment is more than simply capital flows and
project pipelines; it reflects global priorities, signals
confidence in emerging sectors and shapes who
participates in the economy of the future. However,
the current outlook is troubling. Global foreign direct
investment declined in 2024 for a second year,
international project finance is down, sharply, and
investment across key sectors aligned with the
Sustainable Development Goals is contracting.

This high-level dialogue serves as a preparatory
session convened prior to World Investment Forum
2026. It is aimed at examining how international
investment, and finance, can be strategically
realigned to support sustainable and inclusive
development. The discussion will bring together
leaders from Governments, international
organizations and the private sector, to identify the
policy, regulatory and institutional frameworks
needed to mobilize cross-border capital at scale.
Discussions will explore actionable solutions to
redirect finance towards global public goods and
long-term resilience, helping to shape the agenda of
World Investment Forum 2026.
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Programme

Opening remarks: Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General, UNCTAD

Panel 1, with participation of ministers and heads of private sector
and international organizations, development banks and institutional
investors

Shaping the agenda of World Investment Forum 2026:
Key themes

Questions

e What are the most critical issues facing international investment
and how can public and private investment evolve to address
ongoing and future global challenges beyond the current
geopolitical context?

e  Which barriers deter private investors from scaling investment and
innovation in developing markets and which measures would
increase investor confidence?

Panel 2, with participation of ministers and heads of private sector
and international organizations, development banks and institutional
investors

Mobilizing key investment stakeholders for collective
action

Questions

e What can public and private sector leaders do to unlock the long-
term and responsible private investment that drives the green and
digital transitions?

e Which concrete topics and initiatives may be proposed, to be
featured at World Investment Forum 2026, and what are some
suggestions for how to best mobilize participation and collective
actions from key stakeholders?

Moderator: To be decided.

Format: Davos-style

Interpretation

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish, Russian

Contact

Stephania Bonilla-Feret, Chief, Office of the Director, Division on
Investment and Enterprise, stephania.bonillla@un.org
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