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Reshaping progress: Moving
beyond GDP for inclusive and
sustainable transformation

Description

As the world undergoes significant changes and is challenged by environmental
vulnerabilities, social inequalities, debt and fragilities, there is a need to
reconsider what is perceived as progress and how progress is measured. While
gross domestic product (GDP) measures the production of goods and provision
of services, development is about people, well-being and the planet. Target 19
under Sustainable Development Goal 17 and the Pact for the Future both call
for metrics that go beyond GDP, to bridge the information gap and make the
“invisible” visible in policy decisions.

Participants at this event will be invited to engage with the United Nations
Secretary-General’'s high-level expert group on the Beyond GDP project,
supported jointly by UNCTAD, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
the United Nations Development Programme and the Executive Office of the
Secretary-General. The event will explore how measuring progress differently
can guide smarter policy, investment and economic transformation for current
and future generations. Participants are specifically called on to lead the
discussion and share national experiences in advancing the use of new metrics.
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Programme
Openingremarks: UNCTAD Secretary-General/Deputy Secretary-General

Panel 1. With participation of ministers, heads of international organizations
and high-level experts

Towards a new global solidarity for people and the planet

Participants in the discussion will address how to build a new global
development narrative, grounded in solidarity and ecological stewardship, to
progress beyond GDP and advance well-being, equality and sustainability.

Questions

e How can we change course to look beyond GDP and focus on people
and the planet to advance well-being, equality and sustainability?

e How can member States and the multilateral system jointly advance
a renewed development paradigm and new metrics?

Panel 2. With participation of ministers, heads of international organizations
and high-level experts

Driving transformation for more equitable, inclusive and
sustainable development

The discussion will address driving economic transformation for equitable,
inclusive and sustainable development, under the theme of the sixteenth
session of the Conference. Consideration will be given to the kind of economic
transformation needed to address, at the national and international levels,
persistent inequalities and environmental crises.

Questions

e What are key challenges in current economic systems and efforts
towards transformation as a broader vision of progress is pursued?

e How can policymakers ensure that new metrics reflect the needs and
realities of developing countries and the least developed countries?
What challenges and opportunities should be considered?

e How can metrics that go beyond GDP be integrated into national
planning and budgeting, for a real shift in development?

Interpretation
English, French

Additional information

This event is co-hosted with the Beyond Lab and its Youth Network on Beyond
GDP.

Contact
Ms. Anu Peltola, Director, Statistics Service, UNCTAD, anu.peltola@un.org
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