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Background:

Increasing concerns over accelerating climate change, biodiversity loss and other global and local
environmental changes have raised questions over how best to promote a transformation in
production, consumption and trade in today’s economy. In addition to supporting the ambitions
of the Sustainable Development goals, Fiji has also, like many countries, pledged to a low-carbon
future. Achieving this will require the biggest investment push in history, raising the inevitable
question of how to finance it and what other complementary policies are needed for support.
The aim of this dialogue is to share experiences and views on this topic — with a particular focus
on the role of public and private finance and industrial policies that can help Fiji achieve its goals.
Green finance and climate finance policies and tools are seen as instrumental in supporting
mitigation and adaptation efforts and helping economies in the Asia Pacific region transition
towards a low-carbon future; however there remain important gaps in information about their
use.

In Fiji, significant efforts have been devoted towards formulating policies that can augment the
scale of long-term, sustainable development finance and provide guidance to strengthen links
with transformative industrial policy, as implied in the broad approach often framed as a Green
New Deal. However, as with many countries around the world, the impact of the global
coronavirus pandemic has caused severe setbacks to earlier progress towards a more equitable
and more environmentally sustainable economy. At the same time, it has heightened awareness
of the needs and challenges that lie ahead.

This dialogue aims to gather understanding of how policymakers from the financial sector, tourism
and agri-food industry have used their technical capacities to identify and design industrial and
public financial sector policies and means of collaboration to finance and implement projects that
can become pillars of a low-carbon and transformative future. . We aim also to better understand
the major challenges or constraints they face. By sharing experiences and improving information,
it is hoped to identify potentially effective policy levers that could be of use at the national,
regional or global level. Learning lessons from Fiji will help contribute to subsequent sharing of
experiences from other countries in the region.

Supported by United Nations Conference of Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the dialogue will
also unpack further challenges of mobilising resources towards green initiatives and collectively



propose practical solutions. The dialogue is organised in partnership with Active Citizens Pacific,
Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA), and University of Auckland.

Specific objectives of talanoa

1. Learning and reflecting — Stakeholders sharing with each other reflections on the
journey towards mobilising resources for the greener initiatives.

2. Identifying practical solutions - considering the calls to action made by the Fijian
Government across global policy space, identifying practical and innovative solutions
through collaborative discussions

3. Forward thinking — establishing partnerships and discussing ways in which current
challenges can be addressed more effectively in viable and concrete ways.

4. South-South sharing of experiences — taking the lessons from Fiji to other developing
countries and vice-versa.



8.30 -9.00 Registrations

9.00 - 9.45 Opening Ceremony e Opening prayer - Pacific Conference of Churches
e Opening Remarks by Dr. Diana Barrowclough
e Keynote Address by Chief Guest — Hon. Ayiaz Khaiyum

(Minister for Economy)

e Performance by Moana Loa (on Green Economy)

9.45 -10.00 Paper presentation — Professor Andreas Neef, Dr Sivendra Michael

10.00 - 10.30 Morning Tea

10.30 - 12.00pm

Panelist Discussion: Policies that can address pollution and climate-aligned development

Speakers

Pacific Island Forum PIF

e Katerina Syngellakis - GGGI
e FDB-TBC
e Ministry of Economy
o UNDP
Moderator:

Professor Andreas Neef & Dr Barrowclough

12.00 - 1.00pm

Question and Answer session

1.00 — 2.00pm

LUNCH




2.00 — 3.30pm Panel Discussion 2:

Talanoa Treks

[ ]

e PHAMA Plus

e Denarau Marina

e Agri-food industry — former CEO
Moderator

Komal Narayan — Sustainable Oceans Alliance

3.30 — 3.45pm Afternoon Tea

3.45 - 4.15pm Talanoa and Reflections on proposed questions

Facilitated by Sivendra Michael and Professor Neef

4.15 - 4.30pm | Closing Remarks — Dr. Viliamu Iese

Vote of thanks: MC




