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BIOTRADE INTIATIVE: NATIONAL 
PROGRAMME 

• Facilitation for market access 
• Trade related legal issue 
• Sustainable practices 

2003 2015 2012 2010 2016 

DEVELOPMENT OF BIOTRADE 
ACTIVITIES WITHIN NATURAL 

INGREDIENTS SECTOR (Funded by 
SECO –Swiss Government) 

Aims to promote for Vietnam 
become an internationally 

recognized supplier of natural 
ingredients 

SCALING UP ETHICAL 
BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES 
within pharmaceutical 

sector 
 (Funded by EU) 

2020 

BIOTRADE  Projects in Vietnam 



 
At sector level 
In collaboration with Swiss Import Promotion Programmes (SIPPO) 
• Supported the value chains for food and pharmaceutical ingredients;  
• Focus companies with export potential, promote export of Bioproducts; 
• Sustainable  management of natural resources used for production of export products. 

 

2003 2010 

At enabling level 
Sector assessment and  designed a sector strategy for the development of the trade 
potential of food and pharmaceutical ingredients 

BIOTRADE INTIATIVE: NATIONAL PROGRAMME 



 
UNCTAD and Viet Nam have enhanced the scope of their collaboration in BioTrade 
 
• Mapping and analysis of NTMs for BioTrade products in Viet Nam and for key export 

markets; 
• National traceability study for medicinal plants; 
• National study on the status of BioTrade activities and of the implementation of ABS 

rules with an analysis of the linkages between the two;  
• Review of the national ABS system and legal and technical advice for the national 

regulation and implementation of the Nagoya Protocol in a BioTrade-friendly manne 

Since 2015 

BIOTRADE INTIATIVE: NATIONAL PROGRAMME 



Pharmaceutical business:   
Unstable  input supplies 

Component 1 
Sustainably improve the natural 

ingredient supply chain  

Component 2 
Improve linkage between players   

Pharmaceutical business   
LIMITED MARKET ACCESS 

Ingredient input: 90% imported 

Upstream linkage:weak/loose 

Modest export & Weak 
networking between 
domestic businesses  

Component 3 
Improve enabling 

environment 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE 
Support Vietnam to become an internationally recognized country in natural ingredient supply  

Enabling 
environment:   NOT 

YET FRIENDLY TO 
effectively enable the 

activities of 
Component 1 & 2 

THE PROJECT: DEVELOPMENT OF BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
NATURAL INGREDIENTS SECTOR (Funded by SECO –Swiss Government) 

2012 2015 



2015 2012 

THE PROJECT: DEVELOPMENT OF BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
NATURAL INGREDIENTS SECTOR (Funded by SECO –Swiss Government) 



2015 2012 

THE PROJECT: DEVELOPMENT OF BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES WITHIN 
NATURAL INGREDIENTS SECTOR (Funded by SECO –Swiss Government) 

 
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 

• 4 BioTrade value chains were audited and certified compliance with GACP standard 

• 3 UEBT members: 2 trading members, 1 affiliated members  

• Established verification system for Ethical BioTrade standard in Vietnam - QUACERT, a 
government certification body which is internationally accredited under MOST, were accepted 
and appointed as Ethical BioTrade standard auditor in Vietnam. 

• Established BIG Vietnam as BioTrade focal point, to attract and support companies to 
take up BioTrade activities in Vietnam 
 

 



SCALING UP ETHICAL BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES within pharmaceutical sector 
 (Funded by European Commission) 

Component 1 
Support for establishment of 

certified production value chain 
(GACP, Organic …) 

Commponent 2 
Promote effective 
linkages between 

players 

Component 3 
Improve enabling 

environment 

UPSCALING THE ACHIEVEMENTS/ PILOT MODELS IN PHASE  1 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE 
Support Vietnam to become an internationally recognized country in natural ingredient supply  

COMMUNICATION – raising 
consummers’awarness as to certified 

products/ production 

2016 2020 



12 Companies 

Project’s 
Interventions 

50 value chains 

5,000 farmer 
households 

ENABLING POLICY ENVIRONMENT 

SCALING UP ETHICAL BIOTRADE ACTIVITIES within pharmaceutical sector 
 (Funded by European Commission) – THE OBJECTIVES 

2016 2020 

10m consumers 



BIOTRADE CHALLENGES – VIETNAM CONTEXT 

 

• Illegal trade of wild collected medicinal plants to China -  overexploitation 

• Limited BioTrade awareness of consumers and government authorities 

• Lack of market information for value chains actors in both domestic and international 
markets 

• Weak linkages between players in natural ingredient value chains; 

• Limited capacity of BIG  - local NGO acts as a focal  point for Biotrade promotion 

• Biotrade concept limited only to plants, not yet animals, species, and microorganism  

 



BIOTRADE PROMOTION – OUTLOOK ON 
ACTIONS TO DO 

 

• Illegal trade of wild collected medicinal plants to China -  overexploitation 

• Limited BioTrade awareness of consumers and government authorities 

• Lack of market information for value chains actors in both domestic and international 
markets 

• Weak linkages between players in natural ingredient value chains; 

• Limited capacity of BIG  - local NGO acts as a focal  point for Biotrade promotion 

• Biotrade concept limited only to plants, not yet animals, species, and microorganism  

 




