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International Maritime Organization

Marine Environment Division

UN Specialized Agency mandated to set a global
regulatory framework to ensure safe, secure and
efficient shipping on cleaner oceans

IMO Convention was adopted in 1948. IMO
headquarters in London

IMO has developed more than 50 international
instruments, including SOLAS and MARPOL and
over 1,000 guidelines and recommendations

In 2023: 175 Member States, 3 associated
members, 156 observer organizations (IGOs and
NGOs)

IMO regulates >50,000 ships trading worldwide
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How much does international shipping contribute to 
global GHG emissions?

Marine Environment Division

Source: IPCC, 2022 
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Who regulates these emissions?

Marine Environment Division

IMO is the UN Specialized Agency mandated to address emissions from fuels used for 
international maritime transport

MARPOL
Annex VI

2023 IMO GHG 
Strategy

Fourth IMO GHG 
Study
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2023 IMO Strategy on Reduction of GHG Emissions 
from Ships

Marine Environment Division
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Where do we need to go?

Net-zero GHG emissions from international 
shipping close to 2050, taking into account 
different national circumstances.

Vision Net-zero target

As a matter of urgency, IMO aims to phase 
out GHG emissions as soon as possible, 
while promoting a just and  equitable 
transition in the context of this Strategy.

Marine Environment Division

Levels of ambition

Further strengthen energy efficiency 
design requirements for ships.

2030: reduce carbon intensity by at least 
40%, compared to 2008.

2030: have at least 5%, striving for 10%, of 
the energy used by international shipping to 
be zero or near-zero GHG emission.

Indicative targets

2030: reduce the total annual GHG 
emissions from international shipping by at 
least 20%, striving for 30%, compared to 
2008.

2040: reduce the total annual GHG 
emissions from international shipping by at 
least 70%, striving for 80%, compared to 
2008.
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What are the challenges?

Marine Environment Division

Awareness of new 
IMO regulations

Data for the 
assessment of port 

emissions 

Coordinate efforts 
and enhance 
collaboration

Access to finance

Conflicting priorities
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What are the opportunities?

Marine Environment Division

Compliance with 
global regulation

Effective 
environmental 

protection

Increased 
competitivity
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What can ports in Africa do?

Marine Environment Division

MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)
(adopted on 16 December 2022) 

INVITATION TO MEMBER STATES TO 
ENCOURAGE VOLUNTARY COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE PORT AND SHIPPING 
SECTORS TO CONTRIBUTE TO REDUCING 
GHG EMISSIONS FROM SHIPS
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MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)

Marine Environment Division

1. Supporting the 
viability of business 
cases for ship and in-
port renewable power-
to-ship solutions and 
the use of these 
solutions

Kenyan Ports 
Authority 
commissioned 

study to assess the 
suitability of installing a 
5-10 MWp solar plant

Source: Solar powered shore power considered for Mombasa Port - SAFETY4SEA

https://safety4sea.com/solar-powered-shore-power-considered-for-mombasa-port/
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MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)

Marine Environment Division

2. Encouraging safe 
and efficient bunkering

First green 
green bunkering 
operation that 

took place in Africa and 
the Middle East. 
SCZONE intends to 
transform its ports into 
a regional hub for 
bunkering services

Source: SCZONE achieves successful green bunkering milestone at East Port 
Said - Port Technology International

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/sczone-achieves-successful-green-bunkering-milestone-at-east-port-said/
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/sczone-achieves-successful-green-bunkering-milestone-at-east-port-said/
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MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)

Marine Environment Division

3. Promoting incentive 
schemes that address 
GHG emissions and 
sustainability of 
international shipping 

The aim is to 
expand use of 
wind and solar 

power technologies at 
eight South African 
ports as well as 
explore other sources 
of power
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https://maritime-executive.com/article/south-africa-s-ports-authority-explores-investment-in-renewables
https://maritime-executive.com/article/south-africa-s-ports-authority-explores-investment-in-renewables
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MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)

Marine Environment Division

4. Supporting the 
industry's collective 
efforts to improve 
quality and availability 
of data for the 
optimization of port 
calls 

Technical 
cooperation resources 
for ports through the 
Green Voyage 2050 
project

https://greenvoyage2050.imo.org/download-publications/
https://greenvoyage2050.imo.org/download-publications/
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MEPC RESOLUTION.366(79)

Marine Environment Division

5. Facilitating voluntary 
cooperation through 
the whole value chain, 
including ports, to 
create favourable 
conditions to reduce 
GHG emissions 

Consortium 
aims to assess 
how zero-

emission shipping can 
unlock opportunities for 
South Africa’s and 
contribute to a just 
transition

Source: Maritime, mining, steel, and energy industry leaders join forces to 
develop first-ever concept for a green corridor between South Africa and 

Europe (globalmaritimeforum.org)

https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/press/maritime-mining-steel-and-energy-industry-leaders-join-forces-to-develop-first-ever-concept-for-a-green-corridor-between-south-africa-and-europe
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/press/maritime-mining-steel-and-energy-industry-leaders-join-forces-to-develop-first-ever-concept-for-a-green-corridor-between-south-africa-and-europe
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/press/maritime-mining-steel-and-energy-industry-leaders-join-forces-to-develop-first-ever-concept-for-a-green-corridor-between-south-africa-and-europe
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Exploring other opportunities

https://sasscal.org/youth-for-green-hydrogen-y4h2-scholarship-for-namibia-students-attract-1154-applicants/
https://sasscal.org/youth-for-green-hydrogen-y4h2-scholarship-for-namibia-students-attract-1154-applicants/
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Thank you for your attention 

Marine Environment Division


