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Value chains and illicit financial flows 
from the trade in ivory and rhino horn

Results from the World Wildlife Crime Report 2020



Background

• UNODC, in close collaboration with Member 
States, systematically collects information on 
patterns and flows of illicit trafficking in wildlife 
and releases World Wildlife Crime Reports 
biannually.

• Illicit wildlife trafficking is – as all other markets –
mainly driven by profits, but knowledge on the 
functioning of markets (value chains) and illicit 
income is limited 

• Closing information gaps helps to 
understand the scale of the problem and to 
identify weaknesses in the modus operandi of 
traffickers



Value chains and illicit financial flows

About the research

• Global supply chains of ivory 
and rhino horn, including illicit 
income generated and illicit financial 
flows

• Application of the framework 
developed for measuring SDG 16.4.1

• Results were published in the World 
Wildlife Crime Report 2020



A model supply chain



The size of the market



Measuring the value of wildlife crime



Illicit financial flows

IFFs are cross-border flows 
of resources that are illicitly 
generated, illicitly transferred, 
or illicitly used (SDG 16.4.1).

- The more complex the supply 
chain, the more potential for 
IFF

- The location of actors matters, 
too: the more divers, the larger 
the potential for IFF

- Ivory tends to have more 
complex and divers supply 
chains than rhino horn



Closing considerations

Data and information gaps

- Systematic monitoring of price data to understand market dynamics
- Collection of information on supply and demand at the country or subregional 

level
- Qualitative and quantitative information on trade flows and actors involved in 

the trade

Link to the report

- UNODC, https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wildlife.html

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wildlife.html

