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Measuring South-South cooperation



Framework for 
South-South data



https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-
technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot

Manual for 
South-South data

https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot


Collecting and reporting South-South data
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Data collection table



South-South cooperation

Financial disbursement or inputs/outputs in the 

reporting year

• Disbursement of $1M to Kenya for a solar 

energy project between developing countries

• 10 experts deployed for agricultural training 

in Zambia

• 500 farmers trained in sustainable farming 

techniques

Venus

Eligibility

YES

NO

YES NO

Is the action/project between 
countries classified as 
developing nations from the 
designated list?

Not 
SSC

Future or cumulative disbursements 

• Project approved in 2023, but funds to be 

disbursed in 2024.

• $5M disbursed for a project spanning 2019-2023

• $10M received from international donors

• Cultural exchange programs or trade agreements 

General criteria:
- Concessional
- Aimed at sustainable development
• Official, i.e., government- to-government



Data collection table

Colombia’s M49 code is 170 (select from drop-down menu), 
hence the value is: 170.

EXAMPLE

Multilateral co-operation between Colombia, Namibia, Kenya, 
Nigeria and Zimbabwe 
(select from the options): 
MulC.

EXAMPLE



Data collection table

Select relevant SDG from the drop-down menu: SDG1
EXAMPLE

Select relevant SDG(s) from the drop-down menu: SDG2; 
SDG3.

EXAMPLE



Group A: financial modalities



Group B



Group C



South-South cooperation modalities

It’s a gas giant 
and has rings

Group A Group CGroup B

NO
YES

Non-financial data
17.1 Non financial 
delivery unit
17.2 Non financial 
delivery quantity

YES

Financial Data
15 – Currency
16 – Amount Disbursed

Modality

Earth is the only planet with life

NO

YES YESNO



Data collection table

When national reporting allows, the currency for reporting 
should be USD. When this is not available, the reported 
values are to be reported in other relevant national 
currencies, e.g., for an activity in 
Zambia, in their national currency, 
Zambian Kwacha, hence the 
reported value is: ZMW.

EXAMPLE



Data collection table

Directly benefiting 250 
individuals with reported 
activity is to be reported 
with selecting the unit: 2.1.

EXAMPLE

Directly benefiting 250 individuals with reported activity is to be 
reported as: 250.
Additionally, if applicable (#byGender) and available, also to report 
number of female individuals directly benefited; in this example, 
from the 250 reported above, 100 were females, hence: 100.

EXAMPLE



Reference tables

• Country list (M49)
• Activity (ISIC)
• SDGs
• SSC Modality
• Currency (ISO)
• Non-financial delivery



Non-monetary 
quantification



Reporting to SDG indicator 17.3.1
DC_OSSD_GRT  Gross receipts by developing countries of official sustainable development grants [17.3.1]
DC_OSSD_OFFCL Gross receipts by developing countries of official concessional sustainable development loans [17.3.1]
SSCFramework_code SDG indicator 17.3.1 series to be used
A.1.1 DC_OSSD_OFFCL
A.1.2 DC_OSSD_OFFCL
A.2.1 DC_OSSD_GRT
A.2.2 DC_OSSD_GRT
A.3.1 Not applicable
A.3.2 Not applicable
A.3.3 Not applicable
A.4.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.1.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.2.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.3.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.4.1 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.4.2 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.4.3 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.5.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.6.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.7.1 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.7.2 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.7.3 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.8.0 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.9.1 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.9.2 DC_OSSD_GRT
B.10 DC_OSSD_GRT
C.1.0 Not applicable
C.2.0 Not applicable
C.3.0 Not applicable
C.4.1 Not applicable
C.4.2 Not applicable
C.4.3 Not applicable
C.5.0 Not applicable
C.6.0 Not applicable
C.7.1 Not applicable
C.7.2 Not applicable
C.8.0 Not applicable
C.9.1 Not applicable
C.9.2 Not applicable
C.10.0 Not applicable



Further considerations



Institutional ecosystem

• Mapping of agencies and roles & responsibilities



Data collection and quality assurance



Analysing South-South data



Integrated information system



https://stats.unctad.org/measuringSSC 
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