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South-South cooperation 
in the SDG indicator framework
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in the SDG indicator framework



Growing interest

75% countries 
interested to 
report data soon 
but need 
support

UNCTAD with UN 
Regional Commissions 
and other partners

Experts ask for 
harmonized tools, 
analysis, reporting

• Survey in 2023



Key findings

• Countries showed strong willingness to engage, 
strengthen capacities and start measuring South-
South cooperation for the SDGs.

• Collaboration will be key to measuring South-South 
cooperation. 

• Most often the key agencies to participate in 
collecting or sharing data are the ministries of foreign 
affairs, finance, economy and planning, national 
statistical offices, development cooperation 
agencies and central banks. 



Global project to enhance capacities 
under the UN Development Account

Team: UNCTAD 
with UNSD, ECA, 
ECLAC, ESCAP, 
ESCWA
Partners welcome!

To strengthen 
developing countries’ 
capacity to measure 
and report data on 
South-South 
cooperation to manage 
and mobilize resources 
for the 2030 Agenda

Ecuador
Peru

Namibia
Nigeria 

Malaysia
Jordan
Qatar



Project milestones

1st International 

Expert meeting, 

Brazil

July 2023

4 Regional events

Ongoing

June 2024

2nd International 

Expert meeting 

and Interregional 

capacity 

building 

workshop

By 

December 

2024

E-learning 

course 

developed and 

held (made 

publicly  

available by 

December 2026)

By June 

2025

Study tours 

for interested 

pilot countries

By 

December 

2025

National 

workshops 

held in pilot 

countries to 

test and 

adapt the 

Framework

Conceptual 

Framework and 

tools publicly 

available and 

shared

By June 

2026

A report 

summarizing 

methodology 

and early 

estimates

By June 

2026



Achievements 
to date



Pilot studies to test the Framework
Depending on country context, pilots will involve the 
following steps:

• Mapping of agencies and data sources
• Identify agencies with mandates and data
• Review information that exists on South-South 

cooperation
• Assess the legal framework for measuring South-South 

cooperation
• Pilot data compilation

• Form a technical inter-agency cooperation group and 
mechanisms

• Collect data and identify gaps to test the framework
• Compile aggregates on South-South cooperation flows 



Pilot studies to test the Framework

In-country activities will be supported by a national/regional consultant.

Future planning
• Share outcomes and lessons learned
• Provide feedback to refine the 

framework, methods and tools
• Inform national action plans to 

address priority data gaps 



https://stats.unctad.org/measuringSSC 
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