
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Measuring South-South cooperation

South-South 
cooperation

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Nada Tawfik, Bojan Nastav

Institutional setup and training on the SSC measurement framework

Swakopmund, Namibia: 11-12 Feb 2025



Outline

1. Introduction

2. What is SSC?

3. Why is it important?

4. SSC in 2030 Agenda

5. Framework

6. Manual



Overview of SSC



Overview of SSC

Comprehensive framework 

of collaboration

01 02

04 03

political, economic, social, cultural, 

environmental, and technical 

domains

SSC

Complement of NSC

It signifies the willingness 

and capacity of emerging 

and developing economies 

to move beyond the reliance 

on ODA.

SSC is pivotal in achieving Target 17.3 of the SDGs, which aims to “mobilize additional 
financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources”.

Guiding principles
Include horizontality, solidarity, respect 

for sovereignty, country ownership, 

complementarity, mutual benefit, equity, 

transparency, and accountability

SSC forms
Include bilateral agreements, regional 

initiatives, and trilateral/triangular and 

multilateral collaborations



Concepts

“a process whereby two or more developing countries
pursue their individual and/or shared national capacity
development objectives through exchanges of
knowledge, skills, resources and technical know-how, and
through regional and interregional collective actions,
including partnerships involving Governments, regional
organizations, civil society, academia and the private
sector, for their individual and/or mutual benefit within
and across regions. South-South cooperation is not a
substitute for, but rather a complement to, North–South
cooperation.”

SSC

ODA also known as North-South Cooperation

ODA is defined as government aid designed to promote the economic development and welfare of developing 
countries. (Source: OECD)

TrC



Core principles of South-South 
cooperation



Historical background of SSC

Institutionalization 
of SSC + BAPA

• Creation of a dedicated unit (UNOSSC)
• BAPA emphasizes economic 

cooperation through TA, technology 
transfer, and knowledge-sharing.

BAPA+40
• Emphasizes the contribution of SSC 

to the 2030 Agenda.
• Encourages the measurement of 

SSC to improve quality, timeliness, 
and availability of information.

Bandung 
Conference

emphasized technical 
assistance among 

southern countries

G77 + UNCTAD

A coalition of developing 
countries advocate for 

collective economic 
interests and promote SSC

Adis Ababa action agenda + 
2030 Agenda

• Highlights the importance of SSC for 
poverty eradication and sustainable 
development. 

• SSC is recognized as a vital element 
complementing traditional development 
assistance.

1955 1964 1970s 2015 2019



Why measure SSC and challenges



Why measure SSC

2030 
Agenda

Products 
& 

Services
Despite being 
red, is actually 
cold and full of 
iron oxide dust

Marketin
g 

Planning
It’s a gas giant 
and the biggest 

planet in the 
Solar System

Sales 
Planning

Saturn is 
composed mostly 
of hydrogen and 

also helium

Final 
Results

Neptune is the 
fourth-largest 
planet in the 
Solar System

01
2030 

Agenda

The adoption of 
the 2030 Agenda 
necessitated a 

measurable 
framework to 

monitor progress, 
including 

development 
support from 

SSC.

02
Strategic 

Management 
of 

Development 
support

Data on SSC flows allow 
for effective planning, 

risk mitigation, and 
systematic allocation of 
resources in alignment 

with national and 
partner-country 

agreements.

03
Evidence-

based 
policymaking

Provides evidence to 
guide public policies, 
foster transparency in 
public budgets, and 
mobilize resources 

effectively to address 
gaps.

04
Monitoring 

and 
Evaluation

Data facilitate tracking 
project activities, gauging 
outcomes, and evaluating 

the effectiveness of 
interventions to ensure 

alignment with 
development objectives.



Challenges in measuring SSC

1.The need to track diverse actors.
2.Absence of legal frameworks for reporting SSC data
3.Definitional and methodological gaps: No universally agreed 

definitions or indicators for SSC, complicating standardization and 
comparability.

4.Limited monitoring systems
5.Voluntary reporting: Current systems often rely on voluntary 

frameworks, leading to incomplete or inconsistent data collection.



Measuring SSC



Collecting and reporting South-South data



Data collection table



Measuring SCC in the context of SDG 
17.3.1

Official 
sustainable 

development 
grants

Official non-
concessional loans

FDI Mobilized private 
finance (MPF)

SDG 17.3.1
The indicator “measures additional financial resources 
for developing countries from multiple sources.”

Official 
concessional 

loans

Private grants

The Framework will allow reporting by both SSC providers and recipients on all sub-indicators, except for FDI and private 
finance and grants

TOSSD will focus on reporting data pertaining to 
Northern countries, while UNCTAD will report data 
on/from Southern countries.



Measuring South-South cooperation



Framework to measure SSC

• Developed, tested and supported 
by the subgroup on SSC, including 
by Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, China, 
India.

• Intends to quantify inputs and 
outputs, does not measure or 
evaluate results or impact.

• The framework was endorsed 
globally as an initial framework 
subject to pilot testing and 
technical refinement.

• Further testing will ensure the 
validity of the framework to 
varying country contexts.

South-South Cooperation

Group C: Non-financial support 
quantified by 
non-monetized methods​

Group A: Financial support reported 
directly through monetization​

Group B: Non-financial support that 
may be monetized



Financial disbursement or inputs/outputs in the 

reporting year

• Disbursement of $1M to Kenya for a solar 

energy project between developing countries

• 10 experts deployed for agricultural training 

in Zambia

• 500 farmers trained in sustainable farming 

techniques

Venus

Eligibility

YES

NO

YES NO

Is the action/project between 
countries classified as 
developing nations from the 
designated list?

Not 
SS
C

Future or cumulative disbursements 

• Project approved in 2023, but funds to be 

disbursed in 2024.

• $5M disbursed for a project spanning 2019-2023

• $10M received from international donors

• Cultural exchange programs or trade agreements 

General criteria:
- Concessional
- Aimed at sustainable development
- Official, i.e., government- to-government

17

South-South Cooperation



South-South cooperation for measurement

South-South cooperation (theoretical approach)



Manual for the framework to measure SSC



https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-
technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot

Manual for 
South-South data

https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot
https://unctad.org/publication/manual-framework-measure-south-south-cooperation-technical-and-procedural-aspects-pilot


Guidance to National Authorities

Collaborative effort
Led by Brazil, Mexico, and Colombia, with support from 
UNCTAD.

2

Living document
Provides detailed and practical guidance on measuring SSC 
to meet reporting requirements of SDG indicator 17.3.1.

1

Focus
Provider's perspective of SSC, and later will include 
recipients

4

Pilot testing
By Southern countries engaged in SSC activities within the 
United Nations Development Account (UNDA) project 
"Quantifying South-South cooperation to mobilize funds 
for the Sustainable Development Goals."

5

Target Audience
National development cooperation agencies, statistical 
offices and related stakeholders.

3



Structure of the Manual 

04 
National 
set-up

03 
Framework

02 SSC 
Data

01 
Introduction

05 Data 
collection

09 
Glossary

07 Data 
analysis

08 
Reporting

06 Quality



https://stats.unctad.org/measuringSSC 
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