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Resolving Non Tariff Barriers and Creating
Transparency, Lessons Learnt from the Tripartite
Experience

Non — Tariff Measures Week : MAST and VSS Meeting

Presented by Vonesai Shuvirai Hove
Tripartite NTBs/NTMs Online System Manager & Administrator

East African Community Secretariat; P O Box 1096 ARUSHA , Tanzania
Email: vonesaihove@gmail.com / vhove@eachqg.org




RECs Comprising the Tripartite Free Trade Area ( TFTA)

Tripartite Free Trade Area Comprises 4 Regional Economic Communities
(RECs):
dCommon Market for East and Southern African States (COMESA)- 19
Member States
dEast African Community ( EAC) — 6 Partner States

dSouthern African Development Community - 15 Member States

dSouthern African Customs Union — 5 Member States
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TRIPARTITE MAP

Angola Botswana Burundi
Comoros Djibouti DRC

Egypt Eritrea Ethiopia
Kenya Lesotho Libya
Malawi Madagascar Mauritius
Mozambique Namibia Rwanda
Seychelles Sudan South Africa
South Sudan Swaziland Tanzania
Uganda Zambia Zimbabwe
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Background - Transparency in Resolving NTBs
12009 T-RECs harmonised their NTBs Eliminating programmes and created

Tripartite :
 NTBs Institutional arrangements ;
« NTBs web based reporting and monitoring tools
« Common NTBs eliminating processes and

« Capacity building programme for Member/Partner States

1 Developed an interactive NTBs Online Reporting monitoring & eliminating

mechanism for reporting , managing & resolving NTBs (2010)



Online NTBs Reporting and monitoring mechanism
www.tradebarriers.org

l

SfEnglish |

) Francais |

Non-Tariff Barriers

Reporting, Monitoring and Eliminating Mechanism

() Portugués

What is a Non-Tariff Barmier (NTB)?

Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) refer to
restrictions that result from
prohibitions, conditions, or specific
market requirements that make
importation or exportation of products
difficult and/or costly.

Read more..

] !
Report an NTB

Register your complaint

Your complaint will be:

1. Reported to the appropriate country
representatives

2. Published on this website

Read more

23 ugust 20 3 e

REPORT OF THE TWENTY-NINTH
MEETING OF THE TRADE AND

tay 2016

PASSPORT HOLDERS WHO ARE

EYEMDT COMNMMIANICACS EMNPD M 1TEY

+269 322 8528

(for Comoros)

A country representive will
contact you to assist.

Read more.___

' 585 complaints registered
506 complaints resolved

79 complaints unresoclved




Objectives of Tripartite NTBs Reporting,
Monitoring and Elimination Mechanism

1 Create transparency and efficiency in the management of
NTBs in the Tripartite

d Real time tool to inform Governments on trade obstacles as
they Occur

 Allow private sector involvement in identifying , monitoring
and resolving NTBs

d Information dissemination through databases of reported

and resolved NTBs
[T NNTMe datahacece tn rediice ncclirrencece of NTRe
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Transparency in the Triparti
Institutional Arrangements

POt
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(dHarmonised NTBs institutional arrangements in the 27 countries
NTBs Coordinating units in the Secretariats

National NTBs Focal Points managing the NTBs mechanism ( 5 Public and private
sector representatives per country )

dNational Monitoring Committees comprising Government Ministries & their
Institutions, Local Authorities; Private sector, Industry & Trade Associations
(Transporters, Cross Border Traders Associations , Women in Business )



Features of the NTBs /NTMs Online Reporting Mechanism

Real- time reporting , processing and monitoring of NTBs & NTMs by the public,
Private sector and Government and their Institutions

Facilitate bilateral consultations among Member/Partner states on outstanding
NTBs

NTBs/NTMs Databases and source of information for REC mechanisms

Sharing & Exchange of NTBs supporting documents by Focal points during
processing

Real-time NTMs databases ( NTMs Focal Points notify new measures)



Online Mechanism - Categorisation of NTBs

Category 1 Government participation in trade & restrictive practices
tolerated by governments

Category 2 Customs and administrative entry procedures
Category 3 Technical barriers to trade (TBT)

Category 4 Sanitary & phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures
Category 5 Specific limitations

Category 6 Charges on imports

Category 7 Other procedural problems

Category 8 Transport, Clearing and Forwarding



Online Mechanism - Categorisation of NTMs

UNCTAD Classification and Categorisation Version 2012
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NTBs data base - NTMs related NTBs

'2|'81e§e were 586 NTBs registered in the system as at 25t September
25.8 % of these are NTMs that have caused in the following categories

SPS & TBT

Rules of Origin

Export related
Prohibitions

Import Bans

Import Taxes, fees, levies

Administrative measures
OtherNE S



Tripartite NTMs Database - Pilot Phase 1

Regional Approach for sustainability and consistency of NTMs databases

UFunded by African Development Bank through the Tripartite Capacity Building Programme
(TCBP). Technical Support by UNCTAD

Building on ongoing NTMs work by World Bank, UNCTAD and ITC
Databases at national, T-RECs and Tripartite levels
National databases interlinked in the Tripartite Online mechanism

Database managed by trained NTMs data collectors from key regulatory authorities



Tripartite NTMs Database - Pilot Phase 1 - Role of UNCTAD

Classification and categorization of NTMs — Version 2012
dTechnical Support — Quality Control , authenticating classification

dCapacity building for the Tripartite Member/Partner States

 Training and NTMs data collectors in the Member/Partner States ( More than 200
NMCs trained in 3 regional and 2 national Training workshops)

O Supervising the database NTMs data collectors for the Pilot phase



Tripartite NTMs Database Features

JReal-time database managed and administered by trained national NTMs Focal

Points Data Collectors
ANTMs Focal Points appointed from Regulatory Authorities
Classification and categorization of NTMs — Version 2012

dWord template converted from UNCTAD excel format for ease of reading , public

access by stakeholders

dHoused in Online system www.tradebarriers.org and national trade portals




Tripartite NTMs Database — Preliminary results

Discovering the Width and depth of Regulatory environment —

Tripartite has more regulations than available in public domain
dHigh frequency in enacting trade regulations and national standards

1 Objectives more than the MAST 10 e.qg. for revenue purposes,

seasonal bans etc

Diversity in Regulatory authorities in the Trade regulatory Environment
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NTMs data base - Preliminary results 12 Pilot Countries

No. Measures by category - 12 Pilot Countries

M Category A - (28,9%)
W Category B - (59,7%)
M Category C - (1%)
W Category D - (0,14%)
W Category E - (0,38%)
M Category F - (1,74%)
" Category G - (0,06%)
Category H - (0,08%)
Category P - (8,04%)
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NTMs data base - Preliminary results 12 Pilot Countries

No. NTMs by Measure Objectives
- 12 Pilot Countries

M A: Protection of Human life and health

M B: Protection of life and health of animals
I C: Protection of life and health of plants
B D: Control drug abuse

M E: Protection of Environment

M F: Protection of wild fauna and flora

I G: Protection of national security

I H: Protection of public morals

I: Protection of national treasures of artistic,
historic or archeological value

m X: For purposes n.e.s



Tripartite NTMs Database - Lessons from Preliminary
results

1 Database development process long and arduous. Extensive stakeholder
Involvement;

4 Involvement of regulatory authorities in database development necessary for
sustainability and continuity

(dNeed to adapt classification to accommodate diversity in Tripartite: e.g. Measure
Objective X ( Purposes n.e.s) to be more specific to situations in the Tripartite. This
objective affects 80% of the SPS measures and 27% of TBT measures



Enablers to Transparency

=Political Will by all Tripartite Governments to manage NTMs and eliminate
NTBs ( Elimination of NTBs and NTMs is priority programme for the
Tripartite )

sGovernments have removed bureaucratic communication barriers by

authorizing Real-time recording and processing of NTBs & NTMs

=Dedicated Institutional arrangements at national and Regional levels



Transparency in Processes for Managing NTMs

*Online NTBs /NTMs Databases are a public good — available to traders,

researchers, exporters, importers, government and general public

*New NTMs are classified and added to databases as the regulations are

promulgated into law
*Repealed measures are deleted at time of repeal

=Contacts for Focal Points & NTMs Data Collectors are public information in

the Online system



'@‘3>

\\//

UNCTAD Contrlbutlon to Trlpartlte NTMs database
development Process

Q Technical Support to the development of TPT NTMs database

Quality control and Supervising data collectors
O TPT NTMs/NTBs mechanism now using UNCTAD Classification of NTMs
d NTMS Capacity building for the Tripartite

a. Providing training to NTMs data collectors ( Conducted 3 regional and 2
national NTMs training for the Tripartite

b. Online Training for NTMs Focal Points
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Next Steps

(Mobilise resources to complete databases for the remaining 15 Tripartite
Member/Partner States
J Adapt trade information portals to install the databases

J Coordinated Development of national NTMs databases by donors for consistency

and data uniformity in the Tripartite .

d Undertake Impact Assessment and recommendations for Policy improvements



