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On impact assessments:
my 10 cents
(or, 2 cents/minute)

Harilaos N. Psaraftis

Professor, DTU
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Outline

•DTU’s involvement in an IA

•Other IAs and why IAs may yield different 
results

•Prospects for the “IA-to-be” (as per MEPC80)
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BIG QUESTION:
Where was I on 14-12-2020?

•Previous meeting of the group
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COVID-19

BIG QUESTION:
Where was I on 14-12-2020?
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Before COVID-19
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IA authors
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Focus
•LDCs/SIDS

•South America

•India
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•Submission and IA concerned ONLY the CII
component of the short-term measure

•At the time, EEXI was a competitor 
measure (promoted by Japan and Norway)

•MEPC 75 (fall 2020) decided οn a combined 
EEXI/SEEMP/CII measure

•Also decided to conduct a Comprehensive 
Impact Assessment (CIA), of the combined 
measure
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2 journal papers produced

Focus: 
LDCs/SIDS
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2 journal papers produced ii

FOCUS:
South 
America
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Basic results

South America & India
• Low or no risk of negative 

impacts

• Positive impacts mainly in 
the form of reduction of fuel 
consumption and hence fuel 
costs and freight rates

• These could translate into a 
reduction of CIF prices of 
imports or an increase of 
FOB prices of exports, or 
both

LDCs/SIDS
• Some risk of negative 

(and disproportionally 
negative) impacts exists
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Fall 2020: UNCTAD’s review of all IAs

1
2
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2021: UNCTAD’s OWN (C)IA
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Additional IAs

•MANY prior studies in the literature assessing 
impacts of carbon pricing on states

•All proposers of medium term measures 
submitted their own IAs of these measures and 
of other measures (eg, of a levy)

•Those who spoke earlier

•Expert workshop in May 2023- comparative 
assessment of mid-term measures (UNCTAD)
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Why IAs results differ?

• Different measures assessed

• EEXI/SEEMP/CII measure will likely have a 
different impact from that of a carbon levy, let 
alone a combined levy/GFS measure

• Differences in input data
• Can we at least agree on the input?

• Differences in modelling approach
• Assumptions, method, etc
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The CIA-to-be: main challenges

•What is to be assessed? Not well defined

–Economic measure

–Technical measure (fuel standard)

–Offsetting or no offsetting?

–Imprecise timeline (close to 2050)

–etc

•How to distribute the revenues

•Highly divergent views on impact & measures
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From MEPC80
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THANK YOU

hnpsar@dtu.dk


