




Region Score Rank Border Compliance (time & Cost associated with 

border requirements such as inspections, handling 

charges and fees etc

Documentary Compliance (time & cost 

associated with all documentary 

requirements)

Time to 

export 

Cost to 

export

Time to 

import

Cost to 

import

Time to 

export 

Cost to 

export

Time to 

import

Cost to 

import

East Asia & Pacific 71.55 101 54.7 382.2 69.2 415.8 57.6 109.4 57 109.5

Europe & Central 

Asia

86.17 54 22.1 157.5 21.1 162.3 24.3 97.9 24.7 93.9

Latin America & 

Caribbean

69.15 105 61.9 529.8 62.6 647.2 52.5 110.4 79.1 116.3

Middle East 

/North Africa

60.17 121 58 442.4 105.4 536 67.9 244.6 75.5 269

OECD high income 94.21 26 12.5 139.1 8.5 100.2 2.4 35.2 3.4 24.9

South Asia 62.57 117 62.9 347.2 95.8 504.6 74.1 160.3 100.8 276.7

Sub-Saharan 

Africa

53.59 139 97.3 605.8 126.3 684.3 72.8 168.8 97.7 283.5



TWO MAJOR AU FLAGSHIP PROJECTS RELATED TO TRADE FACILITATION 

• In 2012, the Assembly adopted the historic decision to fast track the establishment of the 
AfCFTA

• The Assembly also endorsed an Action for Boosting Intra Africa Trade (BIAT)

• Both Projects aim at deepening Africans market integration and significantly increasing 
the volume of trade that African countries

• AfCFTA/BIAT

• Trade Facilitation, 

• One of the immediate actions foreseen under this cluster is the simplification and 
harmonization of Customs and transit procedures

• One Stop Border Post

• Trade Policy, 

• Productive capacities, 

• Trade related Infrastructure, 

• Trade Finance, 

• Trade Information 

• and Factor Market integration. 
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Outcome of 9th Meeting of the A U Sub-Committee of Directors General of Customs

Background

• The 9th Ordinary Meeting of the A U Sub-Committee of Directors General of 

Customs was held from 16 to 17 November 2017 in Yaoundé, Cameroon. 

• The theme of the meeting was “The contribution of Customs to the Analysis 

of International Trade Data, for Security and the Boosting of Intra-African 

Trade.”

Key Outcomes 

• There is need for regional approach to compliance and enforcement so as to 

enhance the security of the supply chain;

• Customs Administrations are urged to modernize their ICT systems as they are 

a sustainable foundation for gathering data and data exchange;

• The AUC in collaboration with WCO, UNCTAD and other Development Partners

should carry out Capacity Building on Member States in areas of Risk Analysis;
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• The African Union - WCO ESA ROCB joint Regional Workshop on Corruption Risk 

Mapping, hosted by the Mauritius Revenue Authority was held in Port Louis, Mauritius 

from 22nd to 25th May, 2018.

– The DGs were requested to spearhead the development of an Integrity Strategy for 

Africa through the AUC  , in collaboration with the WCO, ROCBs and other 

stakeholders. 

– The Strategy is expected to include, among others, the components of Corruption 

Risk Mapping, various frameworks, training and expertise as well as take into 

account the continental administrative structures. 

– Member States should learn from Best Performers in the region

1. Botswana world ranking 34

2. Seychelles world ranking 36

3.   Cape Verde world ranking 48

4.   Rwanda world ranking 48

5    Namibia world ranking 53

6.   Mauritius world ranking 54



– The meeting furthermore observed the need for the AU Sub Committee of 

Directors General of Customs (AUSCDGC ) to:

i. Adopt the WCO Globally Networked Customs (GNC) concept to allow

interconnectivity and data exchange

ii. Adopt the WCO Data Model to allow harmonization of data elements

iii. Select import, export and transit as areas to start the work on

interconnectivity at AU level

iv. Establish a Special Working Group to work on a Utility Bloc that would

have been identified

v. To take into account existing work on interconnectivity within the RECs

and SACU

The workshop also considered different legal frameworks for interconnectivity 

and exchange of date





• 4th African Union Trade Facilitation Forum in Africa 

from 15-17 August 

2018 in Cairo, Egypt under the theme, “Implementing Authorized

Economic Operators and Mutual Recognition Arrangements for Improved Trade 
Facilitation in Africa”.

• Key Conclusions:

• Capacity building

• Regional Approach 

• What about SMEs?

• Need to simplify processes and procedures

• AUC to reflect on Continental Programme

• The main objective of the Annual Customs Experts Trade Facilitation forum is to identify 
current challenges and share best practices and experiences on a selected topic







• The AU Trade Facilitation Strategy is WTO TFA & WCO RKC+

• The AfCFTA provisions related to trade facilitation are WTO TFA & 

WCO RKC+

• They are inspired by the aspirations of the AU Leaders enshrined 

in the 

– Abuja Treaty

– Agenda 2063 –The Africa We Want

– AU Assembly Decisions

– AU STC Decisions

– AU Sub Committee of Directors Generals Recommendations




