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The role of NTFCs in the
implementation of trade facilitation
provisions in the

African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA)

Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia
Tuesday 27 November 2018
Mr Poul Hansen, UNCTAD
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NTFC : WTO vs AfCFTA

WTO TFA Art. 23.
4

“...shall establish and / or maintain a National Committee
on Trade Facilitation or designate an existing mechanism
to facilitate both domestic coordination and
Implementation of the provisions of this
Agreefgent/Annex.”

AfCFTA, Annex 4, Art. 28

* s FORUM FOR NATIONAL TRADE
" *=..¢ FAcILITATION commiTTEES | AFRICA
... :: 27—-29 NOVEMBER 2018, ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA



Map of Trade Facilitation Committees around the world

B Formally Established Committee * -
B De Facto Committee **

B No TF Committee

B No information

* Formally established committee: Committee created by a legal instrument.
** De facto Committee: existing committee, although not created by a legal instrument. https://unctad.org/tfc




NTFCs in Africa

31 African ratifications of WTO TFA
10 African countries have ratified CFTA

35-40 African countries have established NTFCs,
either formal or de facto
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NIFLS and voordination cnalienges - ira and
CFTA

Formal Establishment

Coordination, Other committees (committee clutter) and with donors

Effective leadership, champion and political will
Representation, All relevant stakeholders including private sector
Sustainability

Border Coordination, National/bilateral; Border committees; Transit Art.
11.17

NTFC lead on simplification, e.g. automation/Single window, transport
etc.

Regional / sub-regional coordination and committees
NTFCs to be AGENTS OF CHANGE for Trade Facuttation icx
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NTFC structure

BOARD STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT / ECONOMIC /
LEVEL TRADE POLICY

REGIONAL INTEGRATION

TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
AND COMPLIANCE

NTER OFPERATIONAL CONTRIBUTE TO
LEVEL LEGISLATIVE PROCESS
PROJECT DESIGN
AD HOC TECHNICAL TECHNICAL
WORKING GROUPS LEVEL PROPOSALS
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What can UNICTAD do in Trade Facilitation in Africa?

Trade Facilitation (e.g. Empowerment Programme for NTFCs)

_ UNCTAD EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME

for National Trade Facilitation Committees

22 African countries since 2016

ECCAS countries and
Mozambique to be added in 2019

NTFC support,
Ratification,
Categorization,
Notification

UNICTAD
DI EVPOWERMENT
e

in a‘ffm’ca

I Empowerment Programme
completed

I Empowerment Programme
started in 2017

Empowerment Programme
starting in 2018

" NTFC support 2017-2018
outside the framework of
the Empowerment
Programme

_ LINICTAD EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME
for Mational Trade Faeiitation Commitiass

Contact us! - i E
ti@unctad.omy [ 4 2
unctzd.orgif
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In 2018, UNICTAD published an
updated study on NTFCs

Focus on WTO TFA related
Committees

This study considers information
from 59 country cases

Collected from January 2014 to
May 2017 via a standardized
questionnaire developed by
UNCTAD
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THANK YOU!
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