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Overview 

• The United Nations Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable 
Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive Business 
Practices (UN Set) was adopted 35 years ago  
 

• Only multilateral framework on competition. 
 

• Competition law and policy continues to attract attention 
across national, regional and multilateral levels.  
 

• At the national level, 122 countries have a competition law. 
 



Overview 

• Doha Mandate 
 
• It seeks to “protect and promote social welfare… and 

the interest of consumers” 
 

• The Set is entitled “Set of Equitable Principles and 
Rules” 



Objective No. 1 
 

 

 

 “to ensure that restrictive business practices do 
not impede or negate the realization of the 

benefits that should arise from the liberalization 
of world trade, particularly those affecting the 

trade and development of developing countries” 



Objective No. 2  

“to attain greater efficiency in international trade and 

development, particularly that of developing countries, in 
accordance with national aims of economic and social 

development and existing economic structures, such as through: 
(a) The creation, encouragement and protection of competition; 

(b) Control of the concentration of capital and/or economic 
power; (c) Encouragement of innovation;”  

 



Objective No. 3  

“to protect and promote social welfare in general 

and, in particular, the interests of consumers in 

both developed and developing countries” 



Ad Hoc Expert Group Meetings 

• First Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on Consumer Protection, July 2012 

 

• Implementation Report 

 

• Second Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on Consumer Protection, July 2013 

 

• Established four Working Groups 

 

• Report on modalities for the revision of the United Nations 

Guidelines for Consumer Protection 

 

• Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on Consumer Protection, 22-23 January 2014 

 

• Draft resolution 



Development Dimension 

• Ad Hoc Expert Meeting on the Role of Competition Policy in Fostering 

Sustainable Growth and Development, July 2014 

• Growth and development depends on efforts carried out in many different 

fields 

• OECD, WIPO and WTO  

• Innovation; competitive neutrality; good governance policies; trade 

liberalisation, global value chains and IP rights. 

 
 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP OF EXPERTS ON COMPETITION LAW AND 

POLICY 

  

• 2012: Cross-border Anti-Competitive Practices - The Challenges for 

Developing Countries and Economies in Transition  

• 2013: The impact of cartels on the poor 

 

UNCTAD has issued publications in 2011, 2013 and 2014 



Intergovernmental Groups of Experts 

• Foundations of an effective competition agency;  

• The importance of coherence between competition policies and government policies 

• Competition policy and public procurement; 

• Cross-border Anti-Competitive Practices - The Challenges for Developing Countries and 

Economies in Transition; 

• Effectiveness, capacity-building and technical assistance extended to young competition agencies: 

Needs and challenges related to human resources and knowledge management; 

• Knowledge and human resource management for effective enforcement of competition law;  

• Prioritization and resource allocation as a tool for agency effectiveness; 

• Modalities and procedures for international cooperation in competition cases involving more than 

one country; 

• The impact of cartels on the poor; 

• Capacity-building and the UNCTAD voluntary peer review as a capacity-building tool; 

• The benefit of competition law for consumers;  

• Informal cooperation among competition agencies on specific issues; 

• Communication strategies of competition authorities as a tool for agency effectiveness; 

• UNCTAD's capacity-building on competition law and policy  

 

 



UNCTAD Research Partnership Platform (RPP) 

• Created in 2010 
 

• Aims at contributing to the development of best practices in the 

formulation and effective enforcement of competition and consumer 

protection laws and policies so as to promote development.  
 

• Wide range of membership and associated activities.  

 

• Facilitate and provide guidance on the research and analysis, as well as 

other activities 

 

• UNCTAD will benefit from the research findings when responding to the 

challenges faced by developing countries through its technical assistance 

and capacity building activities.  



UNCTAD Voluntary Peer Reviews 

• The VPR is dedicated to enhancing the quality and effectiveness of the 

competition policy enforcement framework in member States.  

 

• It involves the scrutiny of competition policy as embodied in the competition 

law and reflects on the effectiveness of institutions and institutional 

arrangements in enforcing this law.  

 

• Since the Sixth United Nations Review Conference, UNCTAD VPRs have 

been undertaken for 14 countries: 

 

• Evolving methodology 

 

• Continuous improvement 



Technical assistance and capacity building  

(a) Drafting competition and consumer protection policies, laws, regulations 

and implementation guidelines for countries or regional organizations; 

 

(b) Assisting countries or regional organizations in revising their competition 

and consumer protection legislation based on best international practices; 

 

(c) Providing advisory services for setting up or strengthening competition 

authorities; 

 

(d) Training of competition and consumer protection officials, and competition 

case handlers; 



Technical assistance and capacity building  

(e) Seminars on competition law for the judiciary; 

 

(f) Carrying out studies on competition issues in certain sectors; 

 

(g) Organizing advocacy workshops and seminars on competition and 

consumer protection issues; 

 

(h) Facilitating voluntary peer reviews of the competition law and policy of 

interested countries; 



COMPAL II and COMPAL III 

COMPAL II: 2009–2013 

 

• The number of beneficiary countries increased to 10 Latin American 

countries 

• COMPAL II created a well-functioning peer-learning process and a platform 

for regional cooperation 

 

COMPAL III: 2015–2019 

 

• Following the successful implementation and impact of COMPAL I and II, 

COMPAL III involves three more countries. 

• Will establish a self-sustaining programme 

 

Supported by the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO).  



COMPAL GLOBAL 

COMPAL GLOBAL: 2015– 

 

• UNCTAD SG launched GLOBAL COMPAL in Lima, Peru on 5 May 2014. 

• New strategy covers competition and consumer protection policies for all regions 

• New meaning of "COMPAL" is now "Competition and Consumer Protection 

Policies for All".  

 

REGIONAL PROGRAMMES 

 
• COMPAL MENA Programme (8 countries) 
• COMPAL III in Latin America (15 countries) 
• Pilot in ASEAN (consumer protection only) (10 countries) 
• Forthcoming programmes for the CIS (10) and the Balkan regions (10) 

 



COMPAL MENA 
• UNCTAD extended this global strategy to countries in the Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA) 

 

• The COMPAL MENA programme is being funded by the Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA),  

 

• For an initial period of four years (2015-2019)  

 

• Focuses on regional integration through the design and enforcement of competition 

and consumer rules  

 

• The programme 5 CORE aims. 

 

• Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, Palestine, and Yemen are the 

beneficiary countries 



International cooperation 

• Lima Declaration, 2013 

• Chile, Colombia and Peru  

 

• UNCTAD–Latin American Economic System (SELA) Working Group on 

Trade and Competition 

 

• Sofia Competition Forum 

 

• UNCTAD Information Platform  

 

• UNCTAD VPR of WAEMU and the tripartite review for the United Republic of 

Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

 

 

Recognising the work of other groupings  and organisations 

 

 

 

 



International cooperation 

NEXT STEPS 

 

(a) Promoting better understanding of each other’s law, assessment criteria and 

design of remedies and sanctions; 

 

(b) Building human and technical capacities of young competition agencies to 

enforce competition law; 

 

(c) Developing guidelines and best practices for cooperation agreements based 

on what works well and what does not work; 

 

(d) Exchanging staff and detaching resident advisors to promote mutual 

understanding and trust; 



International cooperation 

NEXT STEPS 

 

 

(e) Promoting transparency in procedures, processes and design; 

 

(f) Assuring the inclusion of provisions in national laws allowing for cooperation 

and for exchange of information for enforcement purposes; 

 

(g) Establishing and implementing clear safeguards for due process and the 

protection of confidential information. 



UNCTAD Research Partnership Platform (RPP) 

• Created in 2010 
 

• Aims at contributing to the development of best practices in the 

formulation and effective enforcement of competition and consumer 

protection laws and policies so as to promote development.  
 

• Wide range of membership and associated activities.  

 

• Facilitate and provide guidance on the research and analysis, as well as 

other activities 

 

• UNCTAD will benefit from the research findings when responding to the 

challenges faced by developing countries through its technical assistance 

and capacity building activities.  



Outlook 

63. On the basis of the above developments, the Seventh Review 

Conference may wish to reflect upon possible topics in the area of 

competition and consumer policies that UNCTAD should focus on in the 

next five years, taking into account the guidance set out in paragraphs 

8 and 11 of the resolution adopted by the Sixth Review Conference, 

and what has been covered in the IGEs held since then.  


