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  Introduction 



 

The answers given below for the questions sent by “CSTD Secretariat” are within the 
responsibility of “The Egyptian Ministry for Environment”. Other competent ministries have 
their own contributions and provisions within their responsibilites.  

 

Q 1: What are the concrete challenges that your country has encountered in 
managing water and sanitation and providing access for all to these services? 

The main challenge is the great gap between the needs for these services and the avaialble 
investments allocated annually to enlarge the coverage of these services up till being 
available for all citizens in Egypt. The government have increased the budget alocated for 
water and sanitation projects over the last few years. 

 

Q 2: What projects / policies has your country implemented to use the 
above-mentioned range of technologies and innovations or other STI, 
including frontier technologies (e.g. Al and drones) to address these 
challenges?  

What are the main difficulties confronted while trying to implement these 
projects/policies? 

Egypt has several research bodies, centers and teams working in the field of “water and 
sanitation” from integrated points of view. In parrallel to the ongoing infrastructure projects 
in the field of “Water & Sanitation”, these research bodies has set their research plans to 
support the national efforts to provide access for all the Egyptians all over the country. The 
main target of these plans is to increase the domestic capabilities to produce the relevant 
technologies, which will reduce the cost of the water and sanitation infrastructure projects. 
The main bodies involved in these plans are : 
• The National Research Center (NRC) 
• The National Water Research Center (NWRC) 

Besides, there are some industrial bodies that support these efforts to develop a national 
know how serving the water and sanitation projects. Among those bodies, “The Arab 
Organization for Industrialization” & “Military Production Sector” are the most important. 

 

Q 3: Can your country give examples of policies/projects/initiatives aimed 
at strengthening national STI capabilities in managing water and sanitation 



 

for ensuring their access by all population in your country? …………………….  ? 
• An important example for these researches is that one targetting to develop an 

Egyptian know how for “Membrane Technology” which is a main component in tertiary 
wastewater treatment plants. The National Research Center (NRC) is the main 
participant in this research project. 

• Application of “Online Monitoring System” for wastewater discharge from the major 
polluting enterprises in terms of wastewater pollution load. That system is being 
enlarged annually to ensure a strict control over the main wastwater dischargers as a 
condition for maintaining the quality of ambient water in the main watersheds feeding 
the water treatment plants for easier safe water supply. “Inspection & Auditing” 
activities serve indirectly to achieve the same target of ensuring water supply for 
Egyptians who have nowadays access to water supply       

• Competent authorities in Egypt perform regular programs for “Drinking Water Quality 
Monitoring” and for “Ambient Water Quality Monitoring” 

• Competent Authorities in Egypt set ‘Crisis and Emergency Plans” to manage the 
relevant incidents that could happen and influence the quality of watersheds 

• Tertiary Wastewater Treatment Projects have been implemented to enhance the quality 
of the treated effluent and to enable its recycling as a part of the water consumption 
reduction policy. “Kima Treatment Plant” and “Elhajer Treatment Plant” in Aswan are 
two examples of these projects. 

• Biofuels units are being installed nowadays within “Haya Karima Initiative” to 
ecofriendly utilization of the sludge of the wastewater treatment plants   

 

Q 4: Could you share case of regional and international cooperation that have 
helped your country in strengthening STI capacities? Can you provide success 
stories in this regard? 

No data thereof. 
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