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Mobile-cellular subscriptions, by level of development, 2000 and 2013 
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Fixed (wired)-broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants, 2001-2013 

The developed/developing country classifications are based on the UN M49, see: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/definitions/regions/index.html 
Note: * Estimate 
Source:  ITU World Telecommunication /ICT Indicators database 

Developing  

Developed 

But, the gap 
keeps widening  



• A key driver of growth in the 
ICT sector and innovation in 
non-ICT sectors. 
 

• Rapid expansion of smart-
phones has accelerated the 
variety of services provided 
 

• Leading to greater 
diversification of product and 
services 

 

Benefits:  
 

• flexibility, costs savings and 
reliability 
 

Challenges:  
 

• privacy and security concerns, 
scope for local enterprises, 
requires high quality 
infrastructure and enabling 
legal environment.  

 

• +150 million blogs by 2011 
 

•  Facebook is visited by 40% of 
daily internet and Twitter by 
6-7%.  
 

• Tools for free expression and 
citizen journalism. 
 

• Concerns about piracy, 
bullying, hate speech and 
intellectual property. 
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