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Introduction

 Rwanda ratified the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement in 2016 
and came into effect on 22nd

February 2017

 NTFC was established by the 
Cabinet meeting of on the 3rd 
November 2015

 32-member institution that 30% 
of total members are from 
private sector, 6% from Civil 
society and 63% from Public 
sector

 ample text. Insert your desired 
text here. This is a sample text. 
This is a sample text. 
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Structure of National Trade Facilitation Committee in Rwanda 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                       
 
 
 
                                                                  

 
NTFC 
Secretariat/Coordinator, 
2 support staff 
 

 
 

Thematic Working Group 1  
Focus: 

 Non Tariffs Barriers 
(NTBs) 

 SPS&TBT 

 Thematic Working Group 2: 
Focus:  

 Market Access  
 Trade in Services 
 Cross Border Trade 

 Thematic Working Group 3 : Focus
 
Group 1: B measures 
 
Group 2: C measures 
 

 
Technical body                                                                                           Supervisory and coordination body         
5.1. The NTFC Steering Committee 

NTFC Steering Committe* 
Permanent secretary (Chair) 
Commissioner General for RRA (Co-Chair) 

  



Status of Implementation

This is a sample text. Insert your desired 
text here. This is a sample text. This is a 
sample text. 
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Classification of cross border traders

This is a sample text. Insert your desired 
text here. This is a sample text. This is a 
sample text. 
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Formal cross-border trade
- Female individual traders, women entrepreneurs, and women-
owned or managed businesses
- Through official land border checkpoints, ports or airports, or 
through border markets
- Only 16% of businesses are owned by women
Worldwide (UNCTAD)

Informal cross-border trade (ICBT)
- Trade in goods and services escaping the regulatory framework 

avoiding tax and regulatory burdens(only 13.7% complying in 
2017 and 51.4% understand those laws) 

- represent a large portion of the national overall imports and 
exports

- unreported by customs agencies and multiple transaction 
constitutes a significant portion of total intra-African trade 

- Informal exports to neighboring countries are about 51 percent 
higher than formal exports.



Status on Gender
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Challenges

Time constraints preventing 
women from engaging in 

international trade

Compliance costs of 
burdensome cross-border 

procedures

Low awareness and 
understanding of trade 

regulations

Access to finance

Legal constraints and 
discrimination

Barriers to ICTs access and use

Challenges faced by informal 
cross-border traders



Pillars of TF in WSCT framework

This is a sample text. Insert your desired 
text here. This is a sample text. This is a 
sample text. 
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Trade 
Information 
Desk Office 

and 
www.rwandat

rade.rw

Coordinated 
border 

management 
practices, 
Simplified 
customs 

document

Transparency Simplification

Common list 
of products 

and 
threshold(STR) 

& Bilateral 
MRA

Harmonization

Simplified 
Certificate of 
Origin & EAC 

Standards 
Regulations

Standardization



TFA provisions in addressing challenges
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TFA provisions in addressing challenges
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TFA provisions in addressing challenges
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Specific Interventions
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Informal small cross border traders have been gathered into cooperative

Advocated for small traders finance schemes through Business Development Fund  

More training for their understanding of laws, procedures and STR regime are conducted on quarterly 

basis

Facilitate small traders to get guarantee of 70% from government on loans to ensure their access to 

finance 

During COVID 19 facilitate them to continue their business and cluster them so as cross  the border 



MURAKOZE

This is a sample text. Insert your desired 
text here. This is a sample text. This is a 
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