
Standards & Conformance

Coconut oil VSS



Questions to answer

•What national & regional standard is there to support 
coconut oil VSS?

•What steps have already been taken to develop 
coconut oil VSS?



1. What national & regional standards is there 
to support coconut oil VSS

• Nationally – there are none
• Commencing work on this, this year

• Regionally
• the Asian Pacific Coconut Community (APCC) Virgin Coconut Oil 

Standards

• Internationally
• Codex General Principals of Food Hygiene

• Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-Packaged Foods

• Codex Methods of Analysis and Sampling





1. What Steps have already been taken to 
develop Coconut oil VSS?

• Some initial consultations training were conducted in 2018 and 2019
• Pentecost, Ambae and Emae

• Development of workshop materials:
• How to make quality VCO

• How to verify quality VCO

• Keeping records of VCO production

• No further consultations conducted due to funding issues at the 
time

• In 2021-current time
• Small amount of funding secured with EDF11 funding to commence work on 

VCO Standards 



2. What Steps have already been taken to 
develop Coconut oil VSS? (Continued)

• Under the VBS Copra Quality Project 
• 2021- funded the Organic Certification of 1000 coconut farmers

• VBS laboratory is able to conduct the following tests for 
coconut oil 
• Moisture, Free fatty acid, refractive index, color, odour and taste, 

microbial test

• Heavily subsidized analysis fees (80:20) to encourage local 
VCO producers to test the quality of oil prior to selling.



VCO quality test

• At community level
• Physical Test: oil color, smell and 

taste

• In the laboratory
• Chemical test: 

• pH, moisture 

• Microbial test: (VT1500/test)
• Total plate count

• E. coli

• Salmonella

• Listeria 

• VCO quality Tests conducted
• 2013 – 2018 - 32 tests

• 2019 – current - < 5 tests/year

• Low test numbers due to:
• Cost of tests

• Low demand for VCO
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Non Tariff measures
• Time taken for the development of Standards

• Technical Regulations requiring compliance to certain quality 
measures.
• Eg. Food Regulation 

• Market requirements demanding certain level of quality which may 
hinder trade
• Eg. Food Safety certifications, Organic certification

• Cost of certification
• Demand for test recognition by accredited laboratories
• Audit conducted by third party certification/accreditation body

• Market requirements recognizing certain quality test methods that 
can only be conducted in another country thereby increasing costs.



Thank you for listening!
Any questions?


