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What’s in a label? 



Beyond labels: Value of standards 

Set of criteria defining good social and environmental practices in a 

certain industry or product 

Used not only by consumers, but also by producers, companies, 

governments and financial institutions 

Different functions: 

Guidance Assurance Market differentiation Impact measurement 



The Ethical BioTrade Standard 

ABS BioTrade 

Internationally-

recognized standard for 

the ‘Sourcing with 

Respect’ of natural 

ingredients 



The Ethical BioTrade Standard 
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Ethical BioTrade claims 



• Incentives  

• Platforms for exchange 

• Link with conservation and 
sustainable use  

• Traceability and due 
diligence  

• Enhancing ‘best’ practices  

• Impact assessment 

• Specific guidance 

• Practical tools 

• Awareness-raising 

• Capacity-building  

• Monitoring  

• Reporting 

Complement? 

Constrain? 

Facilitate? 

• Less focus on laws and 
regulations? 

• Confusion on link with laws 
and regulations? 

Standards and ABS implementation 



Standards and ABS implementation 

Facilitate Complement 

Training and awareness-raising 

Tools and model clauses 

Link with sustainable use 

Traceability 



Conclusions 

• Role of standards 

oBridging gap between ABS policies and practices 

oMulti-stakeholder platforms 

oTools and experiences 

o Incentives for private sector engagement on ABS 

oEmbedding ABS in broader sustainability policies 

• Looking forward 

oConsidering BioTrade in ABS measures 

oConducting pilot cases to improve coordination 

oOrganizing public-private dialogues 




