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Strengthening regional cooperation on coordinated trade 

and transport policy response to COVID-19

EAC Regional Trade Portal during COVID-19

Focus: Best transparency practices using Trade Portals to 

build resilience.

Thursday, 23 June 10h to 12h Geneva Time.

Presented by:
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Ag. Director for Customs 
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In  Br ief

The East African Community (EAC) is a regional inter-

governmental organization of the Republic of 

Burundi, Republic of Kenya, Republic of Rwanda, 

Republic of South Sudan, the United Republic of 

Tanzania, and the Republic of Uganda, with its 

headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania. 

Quick Figures

To widen and deepen 

economic, political, social 

and cultural integration in 

order to improve the quality 

of life of the people of East 

Africa through increased 

competitiveness, value 

added production and 

investment. 

Mission

A prosperous, competitive, 

secure, stable and politically 

united East Africa. 

Vision

THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY

Total Surface Area

2.5 million sq. km

Population

187 million (2020)

GDP Nominal

US$ 228.1 billion (2020)



EAC REGIONAL INTEGRATION PILLARS

A HIGHLIGHT

2005

CUSTOMS UNION

2010

COMMON MARKET

2013

MONETARY UNION

ONGOING

POLITICAL FEDERATION
Laying the groundwork 

within a 10-year span, while 

allowing the EAC Partner 

States to progressively 

converge their currencies 

into a single currency in the 

Community.

Putting in place initiatives to 

fast-track political 

integration. In May 

2017 EAC Heads of State 

adopted the Political 

Confederation as a 

transitional model of the 

East African Political 

Federation.

Enabling the EAC Partner 

States to enjoy economies 

of scale, with a view to 

supporting the process of 

economic development 

through the establishment 

of a Single Customs 

Territory.

Accelerating economic 

growth and development 

while maintaining a liberal 

stance towards the 5 

Freedoms of movement for 

all factors of production in 

the region.



❖ Kenya confirmed a Coronavirus (COVID-19) case on the 12th March

2020, as the first case reported in Kenya.

❖ Rwanda reported its 1st case on 14th March 2020.

❖ Tanzania received the first case on 16 March 2020.

❖ Burundi confirmed first case of corona virus on 25 March 2020.

❖ South Sudan reported the country's first case of COVID-19 on April 5th

2020.

❖ Uganda reports 1st Corona Virus. 09-Jun-2020.





Trade Information Portal (article 1 of the WTO TFA) 

Key objectives is to increase the transparency of trade 

procedures. 

TIPs are operational in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania  

Uganda and Burundi.
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• The EAC Trade Information Portal (TIP) gives access to step-by-
step guides on licenses, pre-clearance permits and clearance 
formalities for the most traded goods within, to and from the East 
African Community (EAC).

• One shop information including information including Covid : 
https://www.eac.int/coronavirus

https://www.eac.int/coronavirus


Before COVID-19, Kenyan driver Joseph Kimani used five-hour wait to cross 

from Kenya into Uganda with his cargo of diesel.

With Covid 19  the queue on the Kenyan side, extended upto 60 km (37 miles), 

take five days to clear and, for them, life on the road had become literally that.

“The long queues were attributed to Covid 19 related health checks.



60 Km queue of Trucks at Busia/Busia









Traders can obtain permits, Licenses, SPS certificates, CoO , declare 
goods…… and Pay online.  Limit the contamination  



Traders and Transporters and Customs Brokers : 

• Planning logistics

• Advocacy for facilitation and simplification

• Predictability of Trade 

Borders agencies: 

• Passenger Clearance coordination and Trade Facilitation 

EAC Secretariat and Partner States : 

• Coordination of interventions 

• Policy decisions to addresses the effect of Covid on Trade and 
Movement of people

• Development  of solutions : 

- Covid portal : https://www.eac.int/coronavirus

- drivers tracker : https://eacpass.eac.int

- Safe Trade

- Post covid recovery plan 

- Aid for Safe Trade

https://www.eac.int/coronavirus
https://eacpass.int/




EACPass facilitates the travel industry by getting back to normal while 
keeping people safe in the wake of pandemic. It integrates all East African 
Community Countries Negative test results for covid-19 and those 
vaccinated supporting those who are traveling across and beyond the 
regional. 



Thank you for your attention



EAC Close 

Afrika Mashariki Road

P.O. Box 1096

Arusha, Tanzania

Tel: +255 (0)27 216 2100

Fax: +255 (0)27 216 2190

Email: eac@eachq.org

www.eac.int
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