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• The readiness assessment report of 
the Philippines examined trade 
facilitation measures implemented 
in response to COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Paperless trade was recognized as 
an effective way to mitigate trade 
disruptions during the COVID-19 
crisis, providing more seamless and 
resilient trade opportunities. 

Trade facilitation measures in times of crisis and 
epidemics - the Philippines case study



▪ Assessments of legal and technical readiness 
to:

▪ Identify where the country stands
▪ Analyze the gaps

▪ Leading to recommendations, and individual 
action plans for countries to move forward 
toward cross-border paperless trade

▪ Action plans may be further elaborated upon 
and incorporated into other relevant national 
development plans 

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-
facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-trade

Readiness assessment for cross-
border paperless trade

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-trade


Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific

• To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data 
exchange) among willing ESCAP member States by 
providing a dedicated intergovernmental framework 
to develop legal and technical solutions

• Legal and Technical Readiness Checklists developed 
by the Interim Intergovernmental Steering Group to 
support the implementation of the Framework 
Agreement 

https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta

UN Treaty on Cross-border Paperless Trade

https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta


Legal checklist



Technical checklist



https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/

https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/
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https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/


▪14 completed studies
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Lao PDR, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, the Philippines, Timor-
Leste, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam

▪ 4 ongoing and planned 
Tajikistan, Tonga, Tuvalu, Mexico (supported 
by ECLAC)
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-
trade

Country reports

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-trade


▪ Readiness Assessment Guide: ESCAP-EIF-UNCITRAL

▪ CBPT Toolkit: ESCAP-UNCITRAL-WTO
▪ To raise awareness of the technical and legal tools to adopt 

cross-border paperless trade systems 

▪ ASEAN
▪ Framework Agreement identified in the Work plan on the 

implementation of ASEAN Agreement on E-Commerce

▪ Encouraging all ASEAN countries to conduct the readiness 
assessment studies

▪ ECLAC: multilingual Guide & Mexico+

Partnerships


