
UNCTAD database on GSP utilization 

 

Some relevant figures from LDC trade 

Way forward on the WTO Ministerial Decision on 

preferential rules of origin 

 

Geneva, 9 April 2014 

 

Taisuke Ito 
TNCDB/DITC, UNCTAD 



Outline 

1.UNCTAD database on GSP utilization 

2.Some features & trends in Quad markets 

3.Conclusion 

 



Why preferential trade data? 

ÁRoO depends on preferences  

ïHow preferential are the LDC exports? 

ïHow much preferences are actually used? 

ïWhich products are most sensitive to RoO?  

ÁLow utilization as a preliminary evidence 

for the need for RoO improvements 



UNCTAD GSP Database 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Product 
Total 

Imports 

Dutiable 

Imports 

Imports 

covered 

Imports receiving 

preferences 

A 100 0 0 0 

B 200 200 0 0 

C 300 300 300 150 

Total 600 500 300 150 

Coverage rate = Imports covered / Dutiable imports*100 = 300/500*100 = 60% 
Utilization rate= Imports received/  Imports covered*100 = 150/300*100 = 50%   



Quad markets:  

Imports from LDCs by tariff treatment 

(2011, $million) 

MFN=0 

Not used 

Not covered 



Quad markets:  

Coverage & utilization rates (2011) 



EU: Coverage & utilization rates  

(2005-2011) 



EU: Preferential imports form LDCs by HS 

Chapter (2011) 



EU: Utilization rates for Ch61 & Ch62 

{ƛƴƎƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмм ŦƻǊ  ōƻǘƘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ όάƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŦŀōǊƛŎέΣ ƴƻǘ ȅŀǊƴύ 



United States: Preferential imports form 

LDCs under GSP-LDC by HS Section (2011) 



United States: Preferential imports from 

LDCs under AGOA by HS Section (2011) 



Canada: Preferential imports form LDCs by 

HS Chapter (2011) 


