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Agreement 

establishing 

the African 

Continental 

Free Trade 

Area (AfCFTA)

Protocol on Trade in Goods 

Elimination of duties and quantitative restrictions on imports

Imports shall be treated no less favourably than domestic products

Elimination of non-tariff barriers

Rules of Origin

Cooperation of customs authorities

Trade facilitation and transit

Trade remedies, protections for infant industries and general exceptions

Cooperation over product standards and regulations

Technical assistance, capacity-building and cooperation

Protocol on Trade in 

Services

Transparency of service regulations

Mutual recognition of standards, licensing and certification of services suppliers

Progressive liberalization of services sectors

Service suppliers shall be treated no less favourably than domestic suppliers in 

liberalized sectors

Provision for general and security exceptions

Protocol on Dispute 

Settlement

Rules and Procedures for Settlement of Disputes within the African Continental Free 

Trade Area

Phase 2 negotiations :  Intellectual property rights, Investment , Competition 

policies (ongoing)

Phase 3 negotiations : e-commerce (to be negotiated)



• 54 out of 55 AU member States have signed the 

Agreement establishing the AfCFTA ; Eritrea is still to 

sign it

• The Agreement entered into force on 30 May 2019 

(after 22 ratifications) but its “effective operational 

phase” ─ expected to start on 1 July 2020 ─  has been 

delayed due to COVID-19 related challenges; 

• Trading under AfCFTA expected to start now from 1 

January 2021; 

• Outstanding issues :  submission of tariffs 

concessions; some RoOs, Services offers, etc. 

• AfCFTA secretariat hand over : 17 August 2020

Various sources including AUC and Tralac. Updates as of June 2020

22 AU member States 
ratifications needed 
for Agreement to enter
into force
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https://unctad.org/news/how-africa-can-curb-illicit-financial-flows-strengthen-economies-post-covid-19
https://mg.co.za/africa/2020-10-06-how-africa-can-curb-illicit-financial-flows-to-strengthen-economies-post-covid-19/
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