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What is import transaction and firm-level data?



Transaction-level data

• Importer (name and code)

• Exporter (name)

• Taric number (10-digit level)

• Customs proceeding

• Country of origin

• Country of departure

• Weight

• Value

• MFN tariff

• Payment to customs

Firm-level data

• Turnover

• Number of employees



The role of importers in preference utilization



Import transaction values versus 
the preference margin 



Import transaction values and the utilization of tariff preferences



Preference margins and the utilization of tariff preferences



The learning dimension



Import values and preference utilization over time



Survival rate of companies (newcomers and leavers) over time



Preference utilization for consecutive importers over time



Preference utilization by transaction category over time



Preference utilization by number of import transactions and size



Conclusions • Companies tend to use tariff 
preferences immediately and at 
high levels 

• It is important to follow the same 
companies over time to 
understand the link between 
learning and preference utilization 

• Repeated import transactions are 
the main driver for learning and 
increased preference utilization
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