
Thirteenth Session of the UNCTAD Research Partnership Platform 

Intergovernmental Group of Experts 

20 July 2022  

Room XVII, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

The Priority-setting Project: 

Rethinking Competition Law Enforcement 

Presented by:  

Dr. Or Brook, University of Leeds

and 

Dr. Kati Cseres, University of Amsterdam

This material has been reproduced in the language and form as it was provided. The views 

expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of UNCTAD.   



THE PRIORITY-SETTING PROJECT:
RETHINKING COMPETITION LAW ENFORCEMENT

Or Brook
University of Leeds

o.brook@leeds.ac.uk

Kati Cseres 
University of Amsterdam

K.J.Cseres@uva.nl

mailto:o.brook@leeds.ac.uk
mailto:K.J.Cseres@uva.nl


“
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The legal competence and de facto ability of CAs 

to choose which cases to pursue and which to 

disregard

Concretisation of legal norms; 

Administrative discretion
Effective allocation of scarce 

(human/financial) resources

The importance 

of priority 

setting



The Priority Setting Project
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✓ Theoretical framework

✓ Questionnaires + Interviews

✓ Study of national administrative and

constitutional law of 27 NCAs +UK and EU

✓ Policy report and recommendations

✓ Next stage: developing countries

ESRC funding 



Typology of priority setting: 7 aspects of 
prioritisation
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TYPOLOGY OF PRIORITY SETTING: PRE-DECISION STAGE
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External constraints 
(legislator; judiciary)

Internal constraints 
(CAs)

2. Competence to prioritise
(de jure)

X



TYPOLOGY OF PRIORITY SETTING: SUBSTANTIVE CRITERIA
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External constraints 
(legislator; judiciary)

Internal constraints 
(CA)

X X



EMPIRICAL FINDINGS: FOUR REPRESENTATIVE MODELS
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CHECKLIST: HOW TO IMPROVE PRIORITY SETTING?
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CHECKLIST: HOW TO IMPROVE PRIORITY SETTING?
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Useful links:
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