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Highlights of the Background Note

e |ts drafting benefited from contributions from member States

e Presentation of the current international framework for consumer protection safety as
contained in the UN Guidelines for Consumer Protection

e Reference to consumer non-food product safety issues due to the rise of the digital
economy and the dumping of hazardous products in developing countries, among
others.

e Reference to existing regional and global initiatives on international cooperation
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Contents of the Background Note

Introduction

I. The United Nations Guidelines for Consumer Protection
Il. Defining a scope

lll. Cross-border challenges and consumer safety product
concerns for developing countries

IV. Consumer product safety frameworks
A General safety requirement
B. Standards
C. Liability laws
D. Corrective measures: Recalls
E. Consumer awareness and education
F. A case study in the toy industry

V. International cooperation
VI. Issues for discussion and a possible role for UNCTAD
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a)
b)

Questions to be addressed by the Panel Discussion

How can understanding on consumer product safety be further enhanced?
Other than the sharing of best practices in consumer product safety, what other

areas should be considered at the international level?

c)

How can UNCTAD support ongoing regional and global efforts in strengthening

consumer product safety?
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THANK YOU

Dr. Pierre Horna

Legal Affairs Officer

Competition and Consumer Policies Branch
UNCTAD

Pierre.HornaQun.org
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