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CIPFA has led calls for stronger 
government accounting and audit …… 



cipfa.org 

Source: PWC, Towards a new era in government 
accounting and reporting, April 2013. 

142% increase in 
the application of 
accrual 
accounting. 

50% of non-
OECD countries 
plan to transition 
to accrual 
accounting 

The global public finance picture is 
changing… 
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IFAC/CIPFA 
International Governance Framework 

Governance is also under the 
spotlight… 
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And <IR> is coming soon… 

CIPFA/IIRC Public Sector Pioneer Network  
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Hence IFAC and donors are putting 
PAOs under pressure to ensure PFM is 
a priority… 

The Ten Key Areas of Focus for 
MOSAIC PAO Development 
Activities 
Supporting PAO Orientation To The Public  Sector 
Although same PAOs maintain a strong public sector 
membership and undertake services and activities to 
support public sector accountancy and financial 
management, many PAOs struggle to identify how they 
can support the public sector.  Development assistance 
focused on developing guidance and support to PAOs in 
orienting themselves toward the public sector may be 
effective in enhancing the capacity and involvement of 
PAOs in this area. 

8. 
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CIPFA has developed an institute 
to institute offer of assistance… 

A package designed to help PAOs build their 
services to public sector members including: 

 A co-branded professional training programme for 
public servants to become professionally qualified 

 CIPFA international publications, products and services 

 Help with establishing and developing effective 
branches and a Centre of Excellence for public sector 
members 

 Membership options for PAO members working in or 
with the public sector with access to support/benefits 
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Centre of excellence members will 
receive … 

 Access to PFM thought 
leadership materials 
 Online CPD and learning 

opportunities 

 Weekly Public Finance 
International newsletter 
 Specific white papers such as a 

guide to moving from cash to 
accruals 
 

All accessed via a co-
branded PFM Centre of 
Excellence portal 
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CIPFA has a long history 
of working with PAOs… 

Lesotho  
Over the years analyses of the PFM system in Lesotho 
have consistently revealed a system that was “largely 
dysfunctional and in need of substantial reform”. 
Critically, there have been grossly inadequate numbers 
of suitably qualified and skilled public finance personnel 
throughout government.  
Since 2006 CIPFA has been working with stakeholders in 
Lesotho to professionalise PFM in the country. By the end 
of 2010 more than 350 students had enrolled on a PFM 
training programme. Training is provided locally, by the 
Centre for Accounting Studies, while the Lesotho 
Institute of Accountants (LIA) manages examinations 
and commissions the marking of students’ examination 
scripts.  
In 2013 CIPFA produced a syllabus for LIA’s professional 
qualifications with a specific public sector stream. 
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PAOs are using CIPFA to help with 
their public sector orientation… 

CIPFA has supported ICASL with 
syllabus design and delivery of 

IPSAS training 

CIPFA and ICAN have co-badged a 
training programme for Government 

staff in Nigeria 



cipfa.org 

CIPFA’s aspirations for the public 
sector include … 

Global PFM qualifications 

Global PFM community 

Global PFM thought 
leadership 

In short a Global PFM 
profession 

Global PFM donor funding 

Global approach to PFM 
capacity building 

Global PFM products and 
services 



Keep in touch… 
Alan Edwards 
CIPFA 
Strategy and Development Director 
alan.edwards@cipfa.org 
+44 207 543 5690 
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