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• 150,000 members and 25,000 students 
worldwide

• Founded by Royal Charter in 1880

• Broad remit
• Qualification provider
• Membership body
• Regulator
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Introductions
David Lyford-Smith
Technical Manager, IT and the Profession

- Digital tax

- Blockchain

- Audit technology

- Editor and blogger, ICAEW Excel Community

Formerly Senior Excel Practitioner at BDO
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Focusing on the essentials

• One conceptual model: Universal entry bookkeeping

• Three key features:
- Propagation

- Permanence

- Programmability



Blockchain in the syllabus

• Technology has been an increasingly large part of the ACA syllabus as time 
has gone on

• DLT has made the syllabus but currently students aren’t expected to have a 
detailed knowledge

• From the syllabus for the Business, Technology, and Finance paper:
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