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Examples of TF measures covered in the 
UN TF Survey

WTO TFA-related:

• publication of trade regulations procedures 
(transparency)

Digital TF:

• Paperless trade → electronic submission of 
customs declaration

• Cross-Border Paperless Trade → electronic 
exchange of Certificate of Origin

Sustainable TF:

• SMEs represented in the National Trade 
Facilitation Committee

UNTFSURVEY.ORG

Progress of Global Implementation (digital and 
sustainable measures)

Source: UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation (2023)

• Cross-border paperless trade and sustainable TF 

measures implementation generally low... but progress 

made!

Global 
average 
(69%)
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Benefits of cross-border paperless trade (ESCAP research) 
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• Cut trade costs by 13-26% in Asia-Pacific

• More inclusive participation in trade (by SMEs)

• Enable C02e emission savings in Asia-Pacific of 13 

million tons of CO2e annually (400 million trees)

• Reduce tax revenue losses from illicit financial 

flows (trade misinvoicing) by at least $100 billion 

per year

Accelerating Digital TF through 

The Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-

border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

Article 1: Objective 
The objective of the present Framework Agreement is to promote cross-border 
paperless trade by enabling the exchange and mutual recognition of trade-related 
data and documents in electronic form and facilitating interoperability among 
national and subregional single windows and/or other paperless trade systems, for 
the purpose of making international trade transactions more efficient and 
transparent while improving regulatory compliance.

The enabling UN treaty entered into force in 2021
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Accelerating Digital TF through 

The Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-

border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

- 100% increase in 
number of acceding 
parties in 2022

- Inclusive 
participation

- On-going work
- Action plan drafting

- Implementation 
guidelines / templates 
/ model protocols

- Pilot project 
identification  and 
feasibility studies

https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta

Technical support in conducting Cross-Border Paperless 

Trade Readiness Assessment

Background: Assessment guide and legal + technical checklists 
developed by ESCAP interim Intergovernmental Steering Group on 
Cross-Border Paperless Trade and UNNExT, in collaboration with 
UNCITRAL and WTO EIF

– readiness.digitalizetrade.org

State of play: Readiness assessments conducted in more than 18 
countries

Readiness assessment tools 

developed as part of the CPTA 

negotiation and implementation 

preparation can be used by countries 

globally (already being used in LA) →

2022
WTO-ESCAP-

UNCITRAL 
Cross-Border 

Paperless Trade
Toolkit
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Thank you!

UNTFSURVEY.ORG

ANNEXES
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EXCHANGE 
Customs 

Declaration

EXCHANGE 
E-C/O

EXCHANGE
E-SPS

By March 2021, 
Cambodia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Malaysia and 
Thailand have started 
exchanging the ASEAN 
Customs Declaration 
Document (ACDD) to  
support Customs in the 
importing country to 
carry out their risk 
management.

In December 2019, all 
ASEAN Members joined 
the ASW Live Operation 
which allowed the 
granting of preferential 
tariff treatment based on 
the ASEAN Trade in 
Goods Agreement 
electronic Certificate of 
Origin (ATIGA e-Form D) 
exchanged through the 
ASW.

ASEAN Member 
States are working to 
expand the ASW to 
support the exchange of 
electronic Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary (e-
SPS) Certificates. 
The exchange of e-
Phyto Certificate are 
being tested 
between Indonesia and 
Viet Nam.

Good Practices – Cross-border paperless trade
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