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Rising Trend of Trade in Plastics

It is estimated that there were 369 million tons of plastics traded in 
2021 alone, which is $1.2 trillion in value, a significant increase 
from $933 billion the year before (UNCTAD, 2022d).

Waste management capacities are insufficient in most countries.

It is important to identify what materials or products could effectively 
and safely substitute plastics and how to implement this transition.

Substitutes in 2020: 282 Products (HS codes) - $388 billion.





Draft text of INC Process on Non- plastic substitutes 
(Art.6) & DPP WTO Ministerial Declaration 

WTO Dialogue on 

Plastic Pollution / MC13 

Draft Statement

INC 4 Draft negotiating 

document



Trade value of plastics substitutes 
Export represented $388 billion, approximately 2/3 represents exports of raw materials ($258 billion)
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Important to promote 

more policy coherence 

in tariff schedules vis-

à-vis potential control 

measures and 

incentives



Material substitution:  Life-cycle views matters!



Trade-related policy measures on non-
plastic substitutes

• 243 measures mapped (for subset of “major” substitutes)



Objectives of non-plastic substitutes 
measures notified to WTO (2009-2021)

- Substitutes already strongly 

regulated! 

- Safeguards to human health 

and safety stand out!



Future
• Further refine working definitions

• Assistance for countries to prepare model regulation for 
biodegrables

• Addressing shortcomings of substitutes

• Develop frontier products with low land use / resource impacts. 

Textile fibres from pineapple leaves Seaweed production with innovative biodegradable ropes 



Thank you!
Merci

Henrique.pacini@un.org 
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