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Nationally Determined Contributions

• “Each Party shall prepare, communicate and maintain successive 
nationally determined contributions that it intends to achieve” (UNFCCC, 
2023a)

• NDCs: 
• Greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) reduction goals
• List of adaptation and mitigation measures (including measures that pursue economic 

diversification outcomes).
• Updated every 5 years. 
• Global stocktake COP28. Next update in 2025.

• Trade policy actions can be effective tools on the ground to achieve 
climate targets.



Mapping trade-related measures in 
NDCs: Methodology

• 60 developing countries (inclusion of a broad range of countries) in terms 
of:

• Regional representation
• Income level
• LDCs, SIDS, landlocked countries, commodity dependence

• Mapping of measures that interact with trade
• New or updated submissions as of 30 September 2023.



Limitations

• Selected number of countries. Not a comprehensive mapping.

• Large range of types of NDCs ( format, availability, information and scope, etc). 
Thus, the qualitative analysis focused on identifying trade-related measures.

• Different versions of NDCs (updated first submissions, second and third 
submissions)

• Different advancement and scope in submissions

• Limited information on implementation strategies or conditionality of measures

• Language





• 680 trade-related measures 

• Direct and indirect linkages to 
trade

• Most of the measures are 
focused on:
• increasing renewable energy
• enhancing energy efficiency
• and promoting green value chains.

Findings



Examples of measures linked to renewable 
energy and energy efficiency



Examples of measures linked to green
value chain development



Examples related 
to circular 
economy



Examples of measures linked to green 
industrial development and diversification



Examples of 
measures linked 
to technical 
regulations



Market-based measures



Tariffs



Conclusions and future work

• Conclusions:
• Measures with strong potential links to trade
• Need for increased coordination and inclusion of trade stakeholders in NDCs

process to integrate trade into national plans.
• International cooperation to avoid unnecessarily restricting developing 

countries' market access and development prospects.

• Future work:
• Framework to support countries in integrating trade into NDCs. This will be 

introduced at an Ad hoc meeting in September 2024. 
• Training for decision-makers and stakeholders. Pilot programme in 2025. 



Thank you!


