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Introduction
• The Commonwealth is home to 2.4 billion people – 60% under 30 years –

and includes both advanced economies and developing countries.

• Our members, especially SIDS, LDCs and SSA, are highly vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change.

• They also have the least capacity to diversify their production and 
exports in response to these impacts.

• The Commonwealth is a global advocate about the environmental, 
economic and social risks of climate change - and the need for 
regenerative development.

• Secretariat provides technical assistance to assist member states 
develop trade policies and export strategies to diversify into new 
products and services.

• A Commonwealth Climate Finance Access Hub assists small and 
vulnerable countries to access and effectively use international climate 
finance.



Climate Change and the Commonwealth
• Some Commonwealth members have high export concentrations in 

climate sensitive sectors (agriculture, mining, fisheries, forestry, 
tourism) – others may be affected by mitigation policies (e.g. 
tourism, fossil fuels).

• Strategies: climate-proofing; tech leapfrogging; economic/export 
diversification to build resilience.

• Focus has been on merchandise exports, especially manufacturing.

• Services play increasingly important role in GVCs: direct (financial 
services, telecoms  IT, logistics) and indirect - incorporated in 
manufacturing products. 

• Services already significant % of GDP in Commonwealth: > half for 
low-income economies and rises.

• Insufficient attention to non-tourism and -financial services for 
export.



Stylised facts: Services and the Commonwealth

• Cross-border services trade now for 23% of total world exports.

• Share of developing countries over 20% (2014), up from 3% in 1970.

• Data constraints for Commonwealth developing countries, especially 
LDCs and SIDS, and the capacity of local firms to potentially supply 
regional and global markets.

• Role of trade - and services exports – in supporting 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and SDGs.

• Specific trade challenges of members:
• Size
• Geography
• High trade costs
• Export composition
• Debt



Commonwealth LDCs’ and SIDS’ shares in world 
services exports (1995-2015)
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Changes in sectoral services export competitiveness, 
2010-2014, by Commonwealth region
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Changes in sectoral services export competitiveness, 
2010-2014, by Commonwealth country group
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Policy Issues
• Crucial role for policies in boosting services export competitiveness.

• Developing services export capacity – building productive capacity in 
terms of services exports could be an important goal of AfT 
programmes over the medium term.

• Providing a stable and conducive business environment with 
appropriate support mechanisms.

• Reducing costs and promote connectivity: digital, maritime, aviation 

• Leveraging the WTO Services Waiver for LDCs.

• Using the Green Climate Fund for climate-specific investments to 
adapt and diversify economies.

• Harnessing regional integration policies to trigger cross-border value 
chains.
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