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Malta has already established itself as a centre of training
to assist SIDS with capacity-building in several, different
areas. The University of Malta and its affiliated entities
have a long-standing experience through the IMO-
International Maritime Law Institute, the International
Ocean Institute and other niche entities. Furthermore,
since 2018, Malta hosts the Commonwealth Small States
Centre of Excellence that has developed capacity-building
solutions specifically for SIDS. Affiliated directly with, and
supported by, the Ministry for Foreign and European
Affairs, the Centre is extending the scope of the process of
capacity-building to include areas associated with the UN
Sustainable Development Goals as well as other policy
documents for SIDS such as the SAMOA Pathway, the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda and the Mauritius Strategy for
Implementation.
It is noteworthy that in January 2020, Malta was appointed

Co-Chair of the UN’s Steering Committee on Partnerships
for Small Island Developing States. Through this
appointment Malta shall steer, over a two-year period, this
UN process that supports SIDS in the implementation of the
SAMOA Pathway and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Number of new natural products from
marine invertebrates for world Economic
Exclusive Zones during the 1990s and
2000s. Boundaries of biodiversity hotspots
are also presented.

Source: Leal and others, 2012.
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Bioprospecting can be closer to home……
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The way forward….

Given the extensive investment in R&D and the financial outlay that bioprospecting in 
deep-sea habitats and patent registration represent, SIDS can plausibly benefit from 
marine bioprospecting in the following manners:

(i) Through meaningful collaborations with multi-national companies with the capacity 
to deliver – can be achieved through an prescriptive application of ABS provisions 
(including monitoring of future benefits);

(ii) Through a re-investment of royalties from ABS implementation into national training 
and capacity-building efforts and a local patenting support fund;

(iii) Through a simplified permit system so as to make BBNJ exploitation less attractive;

(iv) Through a greater focus on biomass currently viewed as ‘waste’ – circular economy 
considerations;

(v) Through proper consideration of ecosystem services provided by exploited habitats 
and species (e.g. climate change mitigation by mangroves)






