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The Blue Economy in Perspective
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The Blue Chain

1. Building 2. Ownership 3. Registration 4. Operations 5. Scrapping
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Feeling the Blues…
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International Seaborne Trade and Exports of Goods, 1955-2014
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Blue Highways: Maritime Shipping
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The Blue Pinch: Terminal Surface Controlled by the Main Global 
Terminal Operators

17,242 hectares

(172.4 km2)



The Big Blue: Evolution of Containerships

Early Containerships (1956-)

Panamax (1980-)

Post Panamax I (1988-)

New-Panamax (2014-)
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Panamax Max (1985-)

Post Panamax II (2000-)

Post Panamax III (2006-)

Triple E (2013-)
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World’s Major Container Ports, 2012



Transshipment Volume and Incidence by Major Ports, 2007-12



Emerging Structure of the Ocean Economy



The Spatial Organization of the Ocean Economy: Maritime 
Clusters
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Container port / terminal

Logistics zone / site

Strongly developed corridor

Poorly developed corridor

Multi-port gateway region

Pacific-Asia

(e.g. Pearl River Delta)
North American West Coast

(e.g. LA/Long Beach)

North Europe

(e.g. Rhine Scheldt Delta)

Landbridge

The Geographical Setting of Multi-port Gateways Regions



The East Asian Container Port System and its Multi-port 
Gateway Regions



The North-American Container Port System and its Multi-Port 
Gateway Regions



The European Container Port System and its Multi-port 
Gateway Regions
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Inter-firm Relationships in the Main Container Ports of the Pearl 
River Delta, 2015
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Inter-firm Relationships in the Three Main Container Ports of 
North America, 2015
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Inter-firm Relationships in the Three Main Container Ports of the 
Rhine-Scheldt Delta, 2015
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The Massification and Clustering of Transportation in Inland 
Systems
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International Inventory of Inland Ports and Port Centric Logistics 
Zones


