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SSI presentation 

• What is the State of Sustainability 
Initiatives (SSI)? 

• Seafood Market findings 

• Standards Systems findings 

• Conclusions 

• Policy recommendations 

Question and answer period 



Providing framework for understanding… 

• Market trends 

• Systems characteristics 

What is the SSI? 



SSI Review 2014  

Market trends and systems 
characteristics of 16 voluntary 
sustainability standards 
operating across ten 
commodity sectors 
 
 
http://www.iisd.org/ssi/ 



Data Collection Partners SSI Advisory Panel 

SSI Implementing Partners SSI Funding Partner 



Market trends and systems 
characteristics of 9 key 
voluntary sustainability 
standards operating in the wild 
catch and aquaculture sectors 

IFOAM 

SSI Seafood Review 



Data collection 



Review findings 

1. Production 
2. Growth 
3. Production by species 
4. Production by region 
5. Supply 
6. CARE 



Mainstream Market Presence 

Production of Certified Seafood has Grown Rapidly over the Past 
Decade and Now Represents a Significant Portion of Global Production  

Certified vs. conventional seafood production, 2015 



Rapid Growth 
• Certified wild catch = 79 percent of total certified seafood production 
• Certified aquaculture growing faster 

Certified and non-certified wild catch landings and aquaculture production, 
2003-2015 



Production by species 

Certified 2015 

5 species groups account  
for 69% of certified 
seafood production 

Percentage of total production 
by seafood key species groups, 
certified (2015), global (2013) 

 



Production by region 

Five countries account for 65 percent of certified 
seafood production   

Global Distribution of Certified Seafood Production (2015) vs. 
Conventional Seafood Production (2013), by volume 

 



Supply 

Certified wild catch as a proportion of total wild catch, by fishing zone (2015) 

 

Supply constraints will limit growth in certified wild catch absent 
major capacity improvements   



The Economy of CARE 

Coverage 
Assurance 
Responsiveness 
Engagement 



Coverage: Environmental-wild catch 

Wild catch standards by environmental theme 



Coverage: Environmental-aquaculture 

Aquaculture standards by environmental theme 



Coverage: Social-wild catch 

Wild catch standards by social theme 



Coverage: Social-aquaculture 

Aquaculture standards by social theme 



Assurance 



Responsiveness 



Engagement 
Board representation by stakeholder group 

Board representation by level  
of development 



Conclusions 

• Conceptually aligned with promotion of Blue Economy 

• Market forces may limit ability to stimulate change in poorer 
regions  

• Limited market growth and underdeveloped infrastructure 
contribute to lack of expansion of sustainable seafood 
production 

• Investment required to enable broad inclusiveness within 
sustainable supply chains  

• International restrictions on IUU fishing one of most 
compelling policy drivers for investment in short term  

• Seafood standards offer tool to measure, verify and “lock in” 
sustainable and legal practices 



Policy recommendations 
1. Working with national governments, development and multilateral agencies:  

should provide significant and targeted technical assistance to facilitate 
certification of developing country producers especially smaller producers. 
Donor countries should consider formation of global fund for sustainable 
fisheries  

2. Certification schemes: should proactively invest in building more equitable 
representation of developing countries across their governance systems 

3. National governments, under World Customs Organization: should establish  
HST codes for certified seafood products 

4. The international community, perhaps led by the FAO: should clearly identify 
minimum requirements for social sustainability within seafood sector 

5. National Governments: should establish minimum transparency, conformity 
assessment and notification requirements on voluntary systems operating 
within their borders in accordance with TBT Code of Good Practice and in a 
manner to ensure equal access to such systems  

6. National Governments: should consider implementation of preferential fiscal 
policies for certified seafood products where Standards have demonstrated 
full compliance with FAO Guidelines 



Thank you 


