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Why SDG 17 matters in the context of seaweed

• Seaweed contributes to multiple SDGs 
- but cannot scale impact without 
coordination.

• SDG 17 is critical to mobilise trade, 
finance, data, and technology for the 
sector.

• LDCs and SIDS need targeted support 
to participate in seaweed value 
chains.

• The UN Global Seaweed Initiative 
aligns with SDG 17 priorities.



Seaweed production and trade trends

• Global seaweed market: $17B 
in 2021, but only $943M 
traded.

• Asia leads production and 
trade (99.5% of volume).

• Africa, LDCs, and SIDS remain 
underrepresented.

• Seaweed trade remains 
mostly domestic and 
informal.



Financing and ODA for ocean-based economies

• Ocean economy received ~$3B in ODA and grants (2022).

• Seaweed attracts minimal dedicated finance.

• Seaweed aligns with blue finance priorities: 
climate mitigation and resilience, jobs, biodiversity.

• The UNGSI will help channel resources to underfunded 
areas.



Enhancing data and policy coherence

• Few seaweed-specific multilateral regulations 
and standards exist internationally.

• UNCTAD mapping reveals regulatory 
fragmentation.

• Of the 340 Non-Tariffs Measures (NTMs) notified to 
the WTO identified, 130 (38.2%) specifically 
reference seaweed or its associated HS codes

• Among these, 67% apply to food-grade seaweed, 
(87 NTMs), followed by alginic acid (18 
NTMs), agar-agar (13 NTMs) and non-food uses 
for seaweed (12 NTMs) 

• LDCs and SIDS often lack disaggregated trade 
and production data.



Technology transfer and innovation

• Processing and certification 
technologies are concentrated in 
high-income countries.

• Developing countries face barriers to 
access relevant  innovations and 
related IP (more than 15K patents 
mainly from Asia).

• Most seaweed research has been 
done by public entities

• Knowledge exchange is essential for 
feed, packaging, and pharmaceutical 
uses.

• We need to foster South-South 
trade and technology partnerships, 
including the GSTP



A response to SDG 17

• The UNGSI is a Member States and
UN-backed platform for policy 
coordination and scale.

• It supports trade, investment, 
innovation, and regulatory 
alignment.

• Promotes inclusive participation 
from LDCs, SIDS, women, and small 
producers.

• Operationalises SDG 17 through 
targeted action.



Thank you
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