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Why we need a treaty. Trade in plastics is a big and growing business; 
virtually no countries are untouched; 75% of plastics become waste.  
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Zero Draft text INC-3 on control and mitigation (Part II)

Subject matter of the potential regulation:

• Primary plastic polymers

• Certain chemicals or group of chemicals (including additives) 
and polymers of concern

• Problematic and avoidable plastic products, including:
a) short-lived and single-use plastic products and 
b) intentionally added microplastics

• Product design, composition and performance



Zero Draft text INC-3 on control and mitigation (Part II)

Control and mitigation measures listed:

• to prevent and mitigate the potential for adverse impacts on human 
health or the environment 

• to reduce production and demand 

• to regulate trade (sale, distribution, import or exports)

• to adopt national plans

• To ban, eliminate, or regulate the presence and use of the certain 
chemicals, groups of chemicals and polymers

• to prevent and minimize human exposure or release into the 
environment throughout the life cycle







• We need global leadership for designing sustainable trade and finance 
measures that are supportive of INC objectives 

• A POSITIVE TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT AGENDA can support this:

• Trade control measures that are fair, non-discriminatory, inclusive and 
transparent and in line with multilateral trade and environmental agreements 

• Green industrial policies and incentives to encourage production and trade in 
plastics substitutes and related “sunrise” industries where developing countries 
are already trying to diversify

• Green technology transfers; e.g., open sourcing of plastics-related waste 
technologies and substitute technologies. Declare these public goods.

• Sufficient, long-term development finance available at scale, and on 
favourable terms - to finance technological, industrial, social and trade aspects 
under a circular and ocean economy approach

• Support to LDCs and SIDS especially, given the complexities

Plastic trade and sustainable development opportunities 
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