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LIST OF CITES FISHERIES PRODUCT
¡ Black and White Teat Fish Export

¡ Shark Fin Trade (Hammerhead, Silky, Shark fin Trade)

¡ Giant Clams Shells

¡ Stoney Corals
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HOW CITES IS IMPLEMENTED NATIONALLY

¡ Through a Permit Administration by CITES Management 
Competent Authority (Conservation and Environment Protection 
Authority)

¡ Collaborative Inspection with NFA on Recent Marine Species ( 
Black and White Teat Fish)
as a requirement under the National Legislation (International 
Trade (Fauna and Flora) Act, Fisheries Management Act before 
the Issuance of Export Permit.

¡ The National legal Framework (legislation) that 
administered the Implementation of CITES in PNG are:

¡ International Trade (Fauna and Flora) Act 2003 

¡ Fisheries Management Act 1998,

¡ Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulation 1973-1975
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SOME RELEVANT FINDINGS

Inter-sectoral 
cooperation

• Interagency 
technical meetings 
and dialogue on 
trade in species 
included in CITES 
Appendices

• Meeting on Turtle 
Bycatch Program 
with Pacific 
countries hosted 
by SPREP

Joint activities delivered and planned

• Awareness materials (species guide) 
shared with provincial fisheries officers

• National provincial inter-agency workshop 
will be conducted in December 2022 on 
illegal wildlife trade hotspot

• Plans to deliver joint nationwide 
awareness campaign on aquatic animals 
included in CITES Appendices and to 
strengthen current working 
arrangements to ensure consistency, 
transparent and accountable

Conservation and 
management measures

• Western and Central 
Pacific Commission’s 
CMMs relating to 
sharks, turtles, 
seabirds, Port States 
Measures, and catch 
documentation 
scheme



CITES permits for aquatic species

• CITES authorities and fisheries 
authorities coordinate for the 
issuance of CITES permits for 
aquatic species.

• PNG closed the High Seas 
fishing, which may mean that it 
is illegal to bring any fish species 
from the high seas brought into 
the country.

• No Introduction for the Sea 
certificates issued

• No data for non-detriment 
findings for aquatic species

Legal developments 
relevant to CITES

• Review of the National 
Legislation (International 
Trade (Fauna and Flora) Act to 
include Electronic Permit 
system 

• Review of Crocodile Trade 
(Protection) Control Act and 
its legislation to fully meet 
CITES appendix II 
requirement for international 
Trade

• In 2022 NMSA began an 
internal review of its key 
legislation Merchant Shipping 
Act 1975.

Other relevant incidents

• Illegal trade in maritime 
borders

• Regional and national 
observers to observe, 
monitor daily fishing 
activities and collect data 
on the all licensed fishing 
vessels fishing inside the 
PNG Fisheries waters



MAIN CHALLENGES CONCERNING CITES IMPLEMENTATION

¡ Lack of effective and efficient Enforcement and Monitoring of 
CITES listed Species 

¡ Lack of awareness and capacity building with concern 
authorities on CITES Listed Species. 

¡ Monitoring of PNG Border which most species trafficking 
occurred, eg. Pig nose turtle, Sea Cucumber, Shark Fins etc.

¡ Lack of data/information sharing on specific fisheries 
products by concern authorities

¡ No Management Plan for Marine CITES Appendix II species, 
except for Black and White Teat Fish.



RECOMMENDATION

¡ Create a data portal for all concerned authorities to share their 
information/data on  CITES listed species

¡ Assist with training to upskill Management and Scientific officers 
and Key line agencies on monitoring and enforcement of CITES 
permit Conditions

¡ Provide funding towards stakeholder and community awareness

¡ Secure additional funds to support PNG Implementation on 
proposed Marine species to be listed to CITES Appendix II



THANK YOU For more information, please contact:

ngowep@cepa.gov.pg


