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Five proposed strategies

BAN/fees

1

BURN OR 
BURY

2

CLEAN UP

3

RECYCLE

4

BIOmateri
als

5

• How do strategies perform on environmental, economic and social 
indicators?

• HOW APPLICABLE ARE THEY to MATERIALS AND GEOGRAPHIES?
• What costs and invest are required?
• How QUICKLY can they be implemented?
• HOW do these strategies interact? 
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there are no “silver bullets”
leakage to the ocean under different scenarios, Mt per year

Business as Usual

System Change Scenario

Collect & Dispose Scenario

Current commitments

Recycling Scenario

Reduce & Substitute Scenario

0



the System Change Scenario requires applying all 
interventionsreduc

e
substitut
e
recycle

dispose

1/
3

Reduction in plastic production

1/
6

Substitution with paper and compostable materials

54% Design products and packaging for recycling

90% Expand waste collection rates in the Global South

2.5x Increase mechanical recycling

13
MT

Develop plastic-to-plastic chemical recycling

23
%

Build facilities for controlled disposal

90% Reduce plastic waste exports

1.8
MT

Rollout known microplastics solutionsMICROPLAST
ICS



Geographic differences
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42%

7%

34%

45%

21%

41%

4% 7%

Upper‐middle 
income countries

Lower‐middle 
income countries

Low income 
countries

By INCOME 
GROUP1

HIGH INCOME
COUNTRIES

55%

86%

SHARE OF
PRODUCTION

SHARE OF
POLLUTION

Waste export reduction
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Annual global plastic 
production has increased 

from 2 to 380 million tonnes
since 1950 and is projected 

to double by 2035.



The Basel Convention 
Plastic Waste Amendment 

• Annex II: Y48, plastic waste, including mixtures of such wastes, 
subject to the PIC procedure (excluding those that would fall 
under A3210 or B3011)

• Annex VIII: A3210, clarifies the scope of plastic waste 
presumed to be hazardous and therefore subject to the PIC 
procedure

• Annex IX: B3011, plastic waste destined for recycling and 
almost free from contamination and other types of waste that 
remain excluded from the PIC procedure (certain single 
polymers or mixture of PE, PP and/or PET)

• Effective as of 1 January 2021 



Benefits and 
opportunities
Benefits 

• Clarity in the rules governing 
international trade of plastic waste

Opportunities

• For growth in domestic recycling 
facilities 

• Opportunity for improving sorting 
,collection and cleaningof plastic 
waste intended for recycling



Thank you for your 
attention

For more information please visit us at: 
http://www.brsmeas.org/

@brsmeas
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Trends in plastic trade-related measures notified to the WTO, 2009-18



Trends in plastic trade-related measures notified to the WTO, 2009-18
Number and share of notified measures, by type of measure and development status of reporter

Source: UNCTAD 
analysis based on 
data from WTO 
Environmental 
Database (2020)
Note: See note to 
figure 1. Totals may 
not some up to 100 
due to rounding





Snapshot 2018 – World exports in selected plastics along value chain ($US)

Category Value Volume

Primary forms $348 bn 196 M tons

Intermediate forms of plastic $168 bn 43 M tons

Intermediate manufactured plastic goods (inputs to final products) $67 bn 16 M tons

Final manufactured plastic products $422 bn 72 M tons

Plastic packaging $53 bn 14 M tons

Plastic waste $3 bn 8 M tons

TOTAL $1061 bn 349M tons

Source: Christen, J. Barrowclough, D.  & Deere Birkbeck, C. (2020) Tracking Trade Flows in Plastics, Working Paper. Data source: UNCTAD’s UN Comtrade database

NOTE: Data in this table do not 
include vast array of ‘hidden’ 
plastic trade flows –
• plastic embedded in 

diversity of internationally 
traded products 

• plastic packaging that is a 
part of intermediate and 
final products traded 
internationally (e.g., 
processed food) or used in 
transportation/distribution



Source: Christen, J. Barrowclough, D.  & Deere Birkbeck, C. (2020) Tracking Trade Flows in Plastics, Working Paper.



Promoting sustainable transformation Ensuring a just transition to support process of transformation

Policies, rules and regulations to require and enforce shift toward 
more sustainable production (including taxes, charges and extended 
producer responsibility);

Capacity building and support for research, technical assistance and 
A4T support for developing countries to invested/active in GVCs 
involving plastics

Trade policies to support national efforts to reduce unsustainable 
production and consumption and encourage alternatives & 
substitutes;

Technology transfer and capacity build for developing countries to 
adapt production for greater sustainability; trade in waste 
management services and technologies; production of substitutes

Correct pricing to internalise real environmental impacts and strong 
environmental legislation (including possible regional approaches;

Clear sun‐set periods for removal of existing incentives for 
unsustainable production or single use plastics;

Incentives for producers to adapt existing process and products to a 
more circular economy;

Incomes policies to support temporarily displaced workers;

Removal of existing subsidies or incentives no longer appropriate; R&D, education and skills policies for re‐training in use of new 
processes and products;

Support for development banks and financial institutions to finance 
transformative leaps toward sustainability by governments, firms and 
investors;

Social services for permanently displaced workers and transitionary 
support for removal of subsidies;

Sustainability standards for products and production methods;
certification of environmental standards 

Information exchange, monitoring & assessment (e.g., on trade flows
& related plastic pollution measures)

Procurement policies at national and regional level. Cooperation with other international processes

Source: Derived from Barrowclough and Deere Birkbeck (2020) and Barrowclough and Kozul‐Wright (2017).


