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The International Ocean Institute:

o founded by Elisabeth Mann Borgese in 1972;

o an international non-governmental not-for-profit organisation with special consultative status at the
UN;

o works to uphold and expand the principle of the common heritage of humankind as enshrined in the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS);

o Operates via an International Network of Centres, Focal Points, Alumni and partnerships

o aims to create knowledgeable future leaders in ocean governance;

o knowledge-based institution that conducts training and capacity building globally, and at many levels; 

o accesses and produces publications of the most current scientific, legal and policy developments;

o participates in the development of national and international oceans governance agendas.

Empowering Ocean leaders since 1972 



Pacem in Maribus



IOI Alumni 

A Worldwide Network



• The IOI’s Global Ocean Literacy Programme;

• launched for the IOI’s 50th anniversary

An Ocean-literate person:

• understands the essential principles and fundamental concepts about the 
functioning of the ocean;

• can communicate about the ocean in a meaningful way; and

• is able to make informed and responsible decisions regarding the Ocean and 
its resources.

…. to be Ocean 
Literate is to  

understand the 
Ocean's influence 
on you, and your 
influence on the 

Ocean …



IMPACTFUL, POSITIVE CHANGE CAN ONLY COME WITH OCEAN KNOWLEDGE 

An IOI Ocean Academy Course is designed

to provide regionally and locally relevant

Ocean information by local experts

• 20-hour modules delivered online

• In local languages

• Free-of-charge for participants

• Locally relevant Ocean knowledge

• Overseen by the IOI and implemented

by local experts

ANYONE WITH A SMARTPHONE and WIFI

CAN JOIN ANYWHERE, ANYTIME

IOI Ocean Academy Course Participant will:

• gain a basic understanding of the Ocean:

• learn about the importance of Ocean governance,

sustainable and equitable human use, the

principle of the common heritage of humankind,

respecting the needs of future generations, all in

locally relevant context;

• be empowered to become more active locally as

stakeholders to positively influence their

communities and beyond;

Why is the Ocean so important to life on Earth?  What can be done globally and locally to protect it 
from the consequences of human behaviours?  How can the sustainable use of the Ocean which is 
so important for humans and their livelihoods, be ensured in the long term? 



The IOI Ocean Academy:

3 Pilot Academies in 2021
Full rollout of programme in 2022 (IOI@50)
>20 courses planned in 2022, in 13 countries
More planned for the next years to come!



Maldives - Dhivehi

Environmental Security; Coral Reefs

Turkey - Turkish

Conservation; Marine Biodiversity

Egypt - Arabic

Sustainable Fisheries; Aquaculture

Ukraine - English

Sustainable Coastal Tourism
Kazakhstan - Russian

Environmental Challenges - Caspian

India - Marathi & English

Ocean Goods and Services

Singapore - English

Mangroves; Marine Ecosystems

Sri Lanka - English

Ocean Conservation; Marine Resources



Portugal - Portuguese

Pakistan - Urdu & English

Nigeria - English

South Africa - English

Costa Rica - Spanish



The IOI Ocean Academy, results from the first 6 months of 2022, and Q4 of 2021:

• On average, 3-5 times more applications were received than could be handled
• Academy programmes will be repeated at least twice yearly per location
• Contents can easily evolve and adapt locally
• More language clusters can be served
• Outreach to new communities encouraged
• Expansion to new countries envisaged 



Some early feedback from our 
Directors and our audiences,  in 4 
main take-away points

Info Datum Feedback Take-home Note

Participants come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds but all share an interest in learning 
more about the Ocean and their impacts on it

Participants are often surprised 
to learn of the impact of the 
Ocean in their lives

More efforts need to be made to spread Ocean 
Literacy, especially in local languages, to address 
structural inequalities in knowledge availability 

Anyone with a smartphone and Wi-Fi can join 
anywhere, anytime; the programme is free!

Ocean knowledge reaches new 
audiences easily and efficiently

Lack of Ocean Literacy is surprisingly common 
even among professional ranks, more outreach 
needed to more fully achieve the SDGs

Local examples and case studies anchor the 
information in a locally relevant context 

Local communities relate more 
to familiar places, habitats and 
species  

Participants are empowered to become more 
active locally to positively influence their 
communities and beyond

Local Experts mentor and guide discussion and take 
questions in an informal and encouraging 
environment 

Local and indigenous 
knowledge are also input back 
into the learning process

Stakeholder involvement, ownership and duty of 
care for sustainable use of marine resources is 
greatly enhanced



ioinst.org

Thank you!

Antonella Vassallo
IOI HQ





David Vivas Eugui
Legal Officer in the Trade, 
Environment, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Development 
Branch of UNCTAD



The Potential of UNCTAD’s new database to assess 
trade flows of ocean-based goods and services



UNCTAD's 2020 Oceans Economy 
Classification

The classification is structured around three 
categories: Goods, Services and Energy.

Each category is divided into chapters (A-M) 
and each chapter is further sub-divided into a 
three-digit level of detail covering a total of 52 
subsectors. 

The classification is reflected in Harmonized 
tariff System (HS) codes at 6-digit level. 

This system measures flows, value and volumes 
but not sustainability

Sustainability is assessed by using several 
criteria:

▪ UNCTAD Ocean's pillars

▪ UN COMPACT Sustainable Oceans 
Principles

▪ BioTrade Principles and criteria

▪ Diverse Voluntary Sustainability Standards



The Ocean Trade database First official data reported by all UN member 
states

Data is available for all good sectors and 5 of 6 oceans-based services sector (with some data gaps at 
higher levels of disaggregation)

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


The Ocean Trade database

By country, region, development 
status, economic grouping

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


The Ocean Trade database

By sector and subsector to 3-digit level

By country, region, development 
status, economic grouping

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


First Ocean Trade report

https://unctad.org/webflyer/advancing-potential-sustainable-ocean-based-economies-trade-trends-market-drivers-and


Launch of the database – press release

https://unctad.org/news/trade-ocean-goods-shows-resilience-unctad-data-reveals






Potential
From ocean knowledge

• Global analysis

• Sectoral analysis

• Country profiles

To action

• Identify export/import markets 

• Support productive capacities

• Partner for knowledge 
dissemination

David Vivas Eugui, Legal Officer UNCTAD
Ludovic Arnaud, Consultant, UNCTAD





Alicia Montalvo
Manager of Climate Action and 
Positive Biodiversity
CAF





Elisa Morgera
Professor of Global 
Environment Law, 
University of Strathclyde
Director of One Ocean Hub



ONE OCEAN LEARN
Connecting and translating ocean 

knowledge for transformative governance









www.oneoceanlearn.org





Bernard McCaul
Regional Director & 
Deputy Director, Programme 
Design and Innovation, GOAL 



Local Systems Approach

Resilience of the Blue Economy

Bernard McCaul bmccaul@goal.ie



Intervention Map





https://www.marketlinks.org/sites/default/files/media/file/2020-
09/2019-R4S-ToolkitD01-1.pdf



Resilience Analysis
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SENASA

OIRSA




