


UNCTAD's 2020 Oceans Economy 
Classification

The classification is structured around three 
categories: Goods, Services and Energy.

Each category is divided into chapters (A-M) 
and each chapter is further sub-divided into a 
three-digit level of detail covering a total of 52 
subsectors. 

The classification is reflected in Harmonized 
tariff System (HS) codes at 6-digit level. 

This system measures flows, value and volumes 
but not sustainability

Sustainability is assessed by using several 
criteria:

▪ UNCTAD Ocean's pillars

▪ UN COMPACT Sustainable Oceans 
Principles

▪ BioTrade Principles and criteria

▪ Diverse Voluntary Sustainability Standards



The Ocean Trade database First official data reported by all UN member 
states

Data is available for all good sectors and 5 of 6 oceans-based services sector (with some data gaps at 
higher levels of disaggregation)

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


The Ocean Trade database

By country, region, development 
status, economic grouping

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


The Ocean Trade database

By sector and subsector to 3-digit level

By country, region, development 
status, economic grouping

https://unctadstat.unctad.org/wds/ReportFolders/reportFolders.aspx?IF_ActivePath=P%2C207996


First Ocean Trade report

https://unctad.org/webflyer/advancing-potential-sustainable-ocean-based-economies-trade-trends-market-drivers-and
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Bill ion $US

Top exporters of ocean-based goods in 2019

  Marine fisheries, aquaculture and hatcheries
  Seafood processing
  Sea minerals
  Ships, port equipment and parts thereof
  High-technology and other manufactures n.e.c.



Resilience during COVID-19 (2018-2020)
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Potential
From ocean knowledge

• Global analysis

• Sectoral analysis

• Country profiles

To action

• Identify export/import markets 

• Support productive capacities

• Partner for knowledge 
dissemination

David Vivas Eugui, Legal Officer UNCTAD
Ludovic Arnaud, Consultant, UNCTAD


