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Fiji, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu

+ Australia and New 
Zealand

Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, 
Grenada, Guyana, St Kitts & Nevis, St Lucia, 

St Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago + United States of

America and European Union

Argentina, Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 

Cuba, Domincan Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, 

and Peru

FFA, WCPFC, SPC and SPREP
WECAFC CPPS and CAWEN
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Key findings of the legal training workshops on CITES and fisheries

National System for the 
Certification of Legal Catch 

(traceability)

Digital system for onboard mapping 
for fishing vessels launched

Linking two digital tools (fisheries 
and CITES)

NDFs for queen conch live coral 
reefs, bottlenose dolphins, dark 

corals and sea cucumber, but no for 
sharks and rays (bycatch)

NDFs for sharks species (mako, 
bigeye thresher, and silky)

Digital platform for CITES permits. 
National Committee on Sharks 

created.

Examples of countries that have designated fisheries 
authority as CITES Management Authority:

Examples of countries that have designated fisheries authority 
as CITES Scientific Authority (or part of Committee):

• Argentina
• Bahamas
• Barbados
• Costa Rica
• Dominica
• Grenada

• New Zealand
• Palau
• Papua New 

Guinea
• Saint Kitts and 

Nevis

• Saint Lucia
• Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines
• Solomon Islands
• Tonga
• Vanuatu

• Bahamas
• Belize
• Chile
• Costa Rica
• Grenada

• Saint Lucia
• Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines
• Tonga



Key findings of the legal training workshops on CITES and fisheries

Potential role: 
developing regional 

NDFs for sharks?

Contributions of RFMOs

• Conservation and management measures regulating sharks; 

• Collection of data through annual reporting; 

• Catch documentation scheme;

• Observer scheme for collection of data electronically;

• Regional Management Plans;



Specific challenges highlighted in the legal training workshops on CITES and fisheries

Different environmental 
and fisheries rules 

applicable to the same 
CITES-listed species

Multiple areas of fishing grounds 
for queen conch with extensive 
areas to police, hard to conduct 

stock assessments and NDFs

Lack of fishery 
management plan for 
CITES-listed marine 

species

Lack of capacity to 
identify sharks

specimens

Illegal trade (trade 
suspension)

High trafficking of 
sharks fins

Trafficking of fisheries 
resources

Lack of limit for 
incidental catch

Need for periodic monitoring of 
sharks, as the most harvested are 
silky sharks and bigeye thresher 

sharks

No control on the amounts 
of sharks harvested, fins 

are destroyed



Legal training workshops on CITES and fisheries

• Lack of capacity for monitoring and enforcement, 
and for identifying CITES-listed species

• Insufficient sharing of data and information
• Limited resources and capacity of personnel to 

make NDFs
• Insufficient communication and coordination 

among relevant government agencies
• OTHERS …

General challenges Key needs

• Develop NDF Guidelines
• Conduct stock assessments for CITES-listed species
• Conduct more awareness-raising and capacity building trainings 

on CITES implementation, especially for enforcement and 
monitoring officers, and LAFs

• Enhance inter-agency coordination
• Incorporate CITES aspects into when reviewing relevant national 

legislation
• Convert the CITES permit system to an electronic or digitalized 

system
• Create a e-platform data portal that is available to all relevant 

authorities to share information and monitor certifications issued
• Traceability systems
• Reporting of illegal trade

Introduction from 
the Sea Certificates? Negative NDFs?

• IFS – one state transaction removes 2nd country 
verification

• Need to apply Port State Measures to own flagged 
vessel for IFS and/or apply CDS



L E G A L  O F F I C E

BETTER 
PRODUCTION

BETTER 
NUTRITION

BETTER 
ENVIRONMENT

BETTER
LIFE

Thank you for your attention

For further information please contact:

Julia.Nakamura@fao.org and Blaise.Kuemlagan@fao.org
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