


• Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) what do we mean by 
that? 

• How important are they for trade? 

• Who has data for this? 

• Preliminary findings: NTMs in Fisheries Trade 



Def.: GNTB MAST, UNCTAD 2009 
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Trade restrictiveness faced by SVE exports
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Source: Cadot, Gourdon, Asprilla, Peters, Knebel (UNCTAD 2015). 



Source: Cadot, Gourdon, Asprilla, Peters, Knebel (UNCTAD 2015). 



Guides the concept and data collection 





Tree structure – Example  

A  SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES     
    A1 Prohibitions / restrictions of  imports for SPS reasons   

    A2 Tolerance limits for residues and restricted use of substances   

    (…)   
    A8  Conformity Assessment  related to SPS   

      A81 Product registration requirement   
      A82  Testing requirement   

      A83  Certification requirement   

      A84 Inspection requirement   
      A85 Traceability requirement   

        A851 Origin of materials and parts   

        A8 5 2 Proces sing history   
        A853 Distribution  and location  of products after     

                                                  delivery   
        A859 Traceability requirements n.e.s.   

      A86 Quarantine requirement   

      A89 Conformity assessments related to SPS n.e.s   
    A9 SPS  Measures n.e.s.   

B  TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE     

C     PRE - SHIPMENT INSPECTION AND OTHER FORMALITIES    
D    CONTINGENT TRADE PROTECTIVE MEASURES     

E     NON - AUTOMATIC LICENSING, QUOTAS, PROHIBITIONS …   
F   PRICE CONTROL  MEASURES INCLUDING   ADDIT .   TAXES   …   

G  FINANCE ME ASURES     

H  MEASURES    AFFECTING COMPETITION     

I    TRADE - RELATED INVESTMENT MEASURES     

  

At this level of 
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measures in the 
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Latin America 

and the 

Caribbean North America 

Europe and 

Central Asia 

Middle East and 

North Africa 

Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

South              

Asia 

East-Asia and 

the Pacific 

Argentina US E.U. Egypt Burkina Faso Afghanistan China 

Bolivia Canada  Kazakhstan Lebanon Cote d’Ivoire India Japan 

Brazil   Russia Morocco Guinea Nepal Hong Kong, C 

Chile   Tajikistan Tunisia Madagascar Pakistan Australia  

Colombia    Belarus  Algeria Mauritius Sri Lanka New Zealand  

Costa Rica    Jordan Namibia   All ASEAN 

Cuba      Palestine Senegal   

Ecuador       Tanzania   

Guatemala Kenya 

Mexico       Malawi     

Paraguay       Rwanda     

Peru       Nigeria     

Uruguay       Benin     

Venezuela     Cape Verde Liberia   

El Salvador Gambia Mali 

Honduras Ghana All TRIPARTITE 

Nicaragua Guinea Bissau 
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Soon also here:  

www.i-tip.org 



Average number of distinct NTMs for each fish product by country  
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Discretionary measures include special import authorizations and  

registration requirements. Often require extensive paper work, delays and a  

case-by-case decision by authorities.  
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Source: UNCTAD 2015 



• NTMs have a significant impact on trade in fish products 

• Trade barrier effect much higher than tariffs 

• Fish products highly regulated compared to non-agricultural 
products 

• Most measures are technical measures  

– These measures are on the rise 

– They also protect health and the environment 
Important for SDGs 

• Technical cooperation to enable low income countries to meet 
requirements 

• Regulatory convergence is paramount 

 

NTMs  

will stay 




