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What has UNCTAD done?

For transparency, collect and publish trade-related regulations 
including NTMs. 

Collection w/ gov’ts through TRAINS Data Entry Tool

Publication for the public through TRAINS Online

-> Increase efficiency with AI and support national portals

Research and analysis, policy support, and capacity building 
activities for various topics including gender, climate change, etc.



Data Collection – TRAINS Data Entry Tool



From regulations A-Z 
to relevant regulations 

1. Official one by 
central government

2. Mandatory

3. Affecting 
international trade in 

goods

4. Currently in force

From a central 
legal depository

From ministries 
and agencies

-> Trade-related regulations



From relevant regulations to NTM data 
extensive projects in each country

1. Regulations

24’268 regulations



Cont. 
extensive projects in each country

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

24’268 regulations



Cont. 
extensive projects in each country

A31 labelling

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

24’268 regulations



Cont.
extensive projects in each country

A31 labelling

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

24’268 regulations 103’895 measures

A64 transport and 
storage conditions



Cont.
extensive projects in each country

A31 labelling

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding 3. Product coding

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

sorghum seed 100710, 
potato seed 070110, 

coriander seeds 090921, cumin 
seeds 090931, 

anise etc seeds 090961,
wheat 100111, 

rye 100210, 
barley 100310,

…….

24’268 regulations 103’895 measures

A64 transport and 
storage conditions



Cont.
extensive projects in each country

A31 labelling

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding 3. Product coding

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

sorghum seed 100710, 
potato seed 070110, 

coriander seeds 090921, cumin 
seeds 090931, 

anise etc seeds 090961,
wheat 100111, 

rye 100210, 
barley 100310,

…….

Any number of 
~5000 product 

codes in the 
Harmonized 

System at 6 digits

24’268 regulations 103’895 measures 9’635’881 pairs

A64 transport and 
storage conditions



Cont.
extensive projects in each country

A31 labelling

1. Regulations 2. Measure coding 3. Product coding 4. Partners

34 SPS types and 
24 TBT types. 

sorghum seed 100710, 
potato seed 070110, 

coriander seeds 090921, cumin 
seeds 090931, 

anise etc seeds 090961,
wheat 100111, 

rye 100210, 
barley 100310,

…….

Any number of 
~5000 product 

codes in the 
Harmonized 

System at 6 digits

All partners

24’268 regulations 103’895 measures 9’635’881 pairs 98’257’215 obs

Any applicable list 
of affected 

partners

A64 transport and 
storage conditions



UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Global transparency initiative: 
already available in most countries

Same comprehensive 
data available at: 

❖ trainsonline.unctad.org
→ for policy makers

❖ globaltradehelpdesk.org
→ for traders

❖ macmap.org
→ for traders

❖ wits.worldbank.org
→ for researchers

trainsonline.unctad.org
trainsonline.unctad.org
https://globaltradehelpdesk.org/
https://globaltradehelpdesk.org/
macmap.org
macmap.org
wits.worldbank.org
wits.worldbank.org


Data Dissemination – TRAINS Online



Search by country and product



Search by country and product: results



Search by country and product: results



UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Preliminary results of trade-related 
regulations collected by AI

Home Page – TRAINS Data Entry Tool

https://inf-dmz-trains-web-uat.azurewebsites.net/
https://inf-dmz-trains-web-uat.azurewebsites.net/
https://inf-dmz-trains-web-uat.azurewebsites.net/
https://inf-dmz-trains-web-uat.azurewebsites.net/
https://inf-dmz-trains-web-uat.azurewebsites.net/


UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Recommendations
- Legal text should be transferred to readily 
accessible guidance to businesses, how to access the 
market 



Thank you
Seul Lee (Seul.Lee@unctad.org); Chi Le Ngo (Chile.Ngo@unctad.org)

https://unctad.org/ntm

mailto:Seul.Lee@unctad.org
mailto:Chile.Ngo@unctad.org
https://unctad.org/ntm
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